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Walking out with joy 


BABES in arms, an octogenarian, a 
passing Dutch lady tourist — and, of 
course, the Bishops of Oxford and Buck- 
ingham were just some of the 330 peo- 
ple from all over the Diocese who walked 
the thirteen miles from Goring to Wall- 
ingford and back, or the ten miles from 
Goring to Reading on July 15, to raise 
almost £20*000 for the Church Urban 
Fund. 

The two sponsored walks, in blazing 
sunshine, were preceded by an open air 
Eucharist at Goring celebrated by the 
two Bishops and organised by the peo- 
ple of St Thomas of Canterbury Church. 


A huge crowd stood under an avenue 
of trees on the Old Rectory garden, an 
area of common land in the middle of the 
village. 

The Salvation Army band played, and 
twenty pottery chalices specially made 
for the occasion were used, and will be 
available at Diocesan Church house for 
use at future open air Eucharists. 

With temperatures in the upper 
eighties the walkers fell upon the 
refreshments provided by Church con- 
gregations along the way. 

But such was everyone’s determination 


to get the vital “Church Urban Fund 
completed’’ stamp that one walker, an 
ex-paratrooper, did the ten miles from 
Goring to Reading in an hour and a half, 
half an hour quicker than anyone else — 
“because I promised to take my wife 
shopping in the afternoon’’. 

For details of Church Urban Fund 
Week, September 17-24, see page three. 

• Photos by Frank Blackwell . 
Below: the open air Eucharist at Gor- 
ing . Right: The Bishop of Buck- 
ingham , the Rt Revd Simon Burrows , 
leads the way to Wallingford . 




ETHICAL INVESTMENT 


The Visitation 


NOW THERE IS A 
REAL CHOICE 

We offer an excellent selection of investment funds 
to those who want good financial returns but are 
unwilling to sacrifice principle. 

YOU BONT HAVE TO 
COMPROMISE 

You CAN avoid your money going into armaments, 
alcohol, tobacco, gambling, nuclear power, 
the exploitation of animals, South Africa.... and can 
positively support pollution control, conservation of 
the environment and recycling of resources. 

Socially responsible investment can now be geared to:- 

• PENSIONS # LUMP SUM INVESTMENT 
• MORTGAGE POLICIES 
• LIFE ASSURANCE O REGULAR SAVINGS 


(,,,,,) CHERRILL GLAVEY 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 



IN THE FOREFRONT OF SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT 


8, St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford, Oxon. Teh 0491 32278 


points the way 


IT is estimated that more than 
3,000 people attended the 
Bishop of Oxford’s Visitation 
evenings this summer, when he 
travelled 1,760 miles to meet 
representatives from each of the 
Diocese’s 29 deaneries. 

Apart from clergy and church 
wardens, more than 40 diocesan 
staff took part in the Visitation 
programme either regularly or 
occasionally. 

Each evening had a character 
of its own. There was a grand- 
eur of the Royal Military Col- 
lege of Science at Shriyenham, 
which even a bomb scare 
couldn’t disrupt; the delights of 
rural Stukeley School; and the 
rolling lawns of Pangbourne 
Nautical College. 

There were marvellous soph- 
isticated wine and cheese 
spreads, or more homely but 
equally delicious tea and cakes. 


And there were the questions 
. . . Awkward questions like the 
one which sparked off the 
Bishop of Dorchester’s house 
debate; challenging ones about 
homelessness and mission; and 
lively ones about worship and 
whether or not very young 
children should receive Com- 
munion. 

The Visitation may have of- 
ficially finished at Bracknell on 
July 19 but that was only the end 
of the beginning. In this issue of 
The DOOR and in the next two, 
Bishop Richard will consider the 
major needs and concerns which 
emerged from his Visitation. He 
will also look at some of the 
ways in which they are being 
followed up as the Diocese 
moves towards the Decade of 
Evangelism. 

His first article on ‘Spiritual 
Life’ begins on page five. 


Inside The DOOR 

The Challenge of One World Week p8 

Bringing in the harvest at Cowley pi 5 

Stuart Blanch writes on The Creator pi 6 


village^ 

TheWorldShop ^ 


WHERE TO SHOP FOR CARPETS AND RUGS, 
HOME AND LIVING ACCESSORIES, 
FROM COMMUNITY CO-OPS 
IN AFRICA • ASIA • SOUTH AMERICA 

One Village The World Shop 


On the A34 in Woodstock-Oxford 
In the Regent Arcade, Cheltenham 
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94 South view Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading. 

Berks. RG4 OBB 
Tel: (0734) 471122 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 


FLAT ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


A typical 12ft x 12ft roof can cost as little as £197.00 which includes: 

★ All your existing roof removed ★ A brand new three layer built-up felt 
roofing system fixed, with a mineral finish — to the full British Standard 

★ A full ten year guarantee against leakage (without all that small print) 

★ Quality workmanship — next to none ★ A full detailed quotation — 
without obligation. 

slipin’ and a slidin’ ... 

SLATE & TILE REPAIRS 

We also specialise in slate and tile repairs — guttering and general roofing 
maintenance. Again we are not afraid to quote you some prices. For in- 
stance on a terraced house replacing or re-fixing up to 15 slates is a fixed 
price of only £47.50 inclusive. 


WE ALWAYS REMEMBER OUR BEST 
INTEREST LIES IN YOUR BEST INTEREST 


TEL: READING 471122 

VAT registration number: 438 2729 31 


HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

WALTON AYLESBURY 

In the Walton, Aylesbury, 
Team Ministry 

FOR SALE 
Choral Music 



c.160 items: 

Anthems, Carols, Oratorios, 
Canticles, etc., (mostly in sets of 
over 20 copies): 

lOp per copy (+ p&p); 

50p per copy (+ p&p) for books; 
or Bids over £300 for the lot! 

Send sae for full list to: 

Holy Trinity Parish Office 
Walton Hall, Walton Street 
Aylesbury, Bucks, HP21 7QX. 


New Archdeacon 



THE Revd John Morrison, 
Team Rector of Aylesbury (pic- 
tured above) is to be the next Ar- 
chdeacon of Buckingham. The 
appointment announced on Sun- 
day, August 27, by the Bishop 
of Oxford, follows that of the 
Venerable John Bone to be the 
next Bishop of Reading. 

John Morrison, aged 51, is 
married to Angela, a full-time 
district nurse in Waddesdon, and 
they have three children. 
Dominic (19) is doing a stage 
management course at the Lon- 
don Academy of Music and 
Dramatic Art, Pippa (17) is at 
Aylesbury High School, and 
Nicholas (15) is at the Sir 
Henry Floyd Grammar School. 

John has spent much of his 
ministry in this Diocese. Fol- 
lowing his ordination in 1964 to 
St Peter’s, Birmingham, he 
came to be Curate of St Michael 


at the North Gate and Chaplain 
of Lincoln College, Oxford in 
1968; was Vicar of Basildon 
from 1974; and Vicar of St 
Mary’s, Aylesbury from 1982. 
He has been Rural Dean of 
Aylesbury since 1985, is an ex- 
amining Chaplain to the Bishop 
of Oxford, a member of General 
Synod, and a Freeman of the 
City of London. 

He was recently appointed 
chairman of the Diocesan Com- 
munications Committee. For 
several years he was a member 
of the Diocesan Advisory Group 
for Mission, and he has a par- 
ticular interest in social action, 
and ecumenical work. 

On hearing of his appoint- 
ment, he said: “For the last 25 
years I’ve been rooted in parish 
ministry, and this will mean a 
big change and a massive lear- 
ning process.” 


GET FIT, NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY 
EXPERIENCED DOCTORS 

FAST, SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 


It’s simple and safe — one pill per day 
makes you feel less hungry and enables 
you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. A 
complete re-education of eating habits to 
aid permanent weight reduction. 
Monitoring by experienced doctor. 


£9 weekly (including medication) 

Just call in at: 


Berkshire Diet Centre 


18 Cross Street, Reading, Berks 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer) 

or Telephone: (0734) 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday /Tuesday /Thursday /Friday 
11.30am to 8pm; 

Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 



ALLNUTT 


FOR 

★ Cookware 

it Cake Decorating Supplies 

★ Cake Stands and Knives 

★ Christening Cake and 
Wedding Cake Top 

★ Wedding Presents 

47 Donkin Hill, ; 
Caversham and 32 High 
Street, Wallingford 


Head Office: 

Tel: Reading 472019 


Cleveland 

Carriages 


ROLLS ROYCE 
DAIMLER 
JAGUAR 



For weddings and 
special occasions 


Phone Penn 
(049481) 6733 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY. 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 


Fully trained stall in attendance da> 
and night. 

Central heating, good food. H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN. SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 262530 



March forth 
for Jesus 


EVANGELICAL Christians 
from Churches across Britain 
will be joining together on 
Saturday September 16 for an 
act of Witness that is intended 
to set the flame of Christ burn- 
ing in the heart of many of our 
major cities. 

‘March for Jesus’ is organis- 
ed by House Church leader 
Gerald Coates and others, and 
is supported by local teams of 
church leaders who are inviting 
members of all Churches and 
Christian fellowships to join 
them on September 16. 

There are three centres in the 
Oxford Diocese. In Oxford 
itself, marchers are invited to 
assemble at South Park, 
Headington at 11.00 am for a 
12.00 noon rally, and the march 
will start at 12.45 towards the 
City Centre. 

In Reading, the assembly 
point at 11.00 will be in Kings 
Meadow, Napier Road, with a 
12 noon rally and a March 
beginning at 12.45 through the 
city centre. 


And in Mjfton Keynes, where 
they do things ecumenically 
most weeks anyway, the 
assembly point at 1 1 .00 am is in 
Campbell Park, with a rally 
again at 12 noon, and a March 
of Witness around the Shopping 
Centre at 12.45 am. 

“During the pre-march 
assembly, each centre will be 
linked by land-line. We will 
pray and proclaim Christ in one 
voice — a concrete expression 
of our oneness as His people, 
wherever we live, whatever our 
background. At 12.45 am, from 
Shetland to the Channel Islands, 
we will march. Not a march of 
protest, but a message to our na- 
tion that Christ’s Church is here 
to bless, to love, to unite, to 
serve and to bring change”. 

If you want to get involved, 
you can send off for a brochure 
from ‘March for Jesus’, PO Box 
79c, Esher, Surrey KT10 9LP. 
Your brochure will get you a 
‘Marchers information pack’ if 
you send it to your nearest 
March Centre — detailed on the 
brochure. 


Canon Brindley 
resigns parish 


CANON Brian Brindley, who had been Vicar of Holy Trinity, 
Reading, for the past 23 years and a leading member of the General 
Synod, announced his resignation on August 6. His decision to 
resign followed pressure from the media and some members of the 
General Synod, after an article about him appeared in the News 

of the World. 

The Bishop of Oxford im- 
mediately issued a statement 
saying that he was “very sad 
about the chain of events” 
which led to his resignation. He 
said that the congregation of Ho- 
ly Trinity, Reading, had offered 
Canon Brindley one hundred per 
cent support during this painful 
time, and he also praised the 
priests and church people in the 
Reading area who had offered a 
very great deal of understanding 
and prayer. 


To Canterbury 

ON September 16 Canterbury 
Cathedral will open its doors 
and grounds to Canterbury 
Festival of Faith and Environ- 
ment, the largest-ever celebra- 
tion of religion and ecology. 

A number of people from 
many faiths and environmental 
organisations will take part in 
three pilgrimages, the longest of 
which will go from Coventry via 
Oxford, Windsor and Central 
London. 

Organised by the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature, the three 
pilgrimages for earth survival 
will bring together environmen- 
talists and people of many dif- 
ferent faiths to give them a 
chance to show that they are 
concerned about man’s impact 
on the environment. 

There will also be exhibitions 
and a major conference held in 
conjunction with the British 
Council of Churches and other 
interested groups, on “Christian 
Faith and Ecology”. Speakers 
will include the Archbishop of 
York, Jonathan Porritt and 
David Bellamy. 

• Details of these and other 
events from Cherry Duggan, 
WWF UK, Panda House, 
Weyside Park, Godaiming, Sur- 
rey GU7 1XR (0483) 426444. 


Bishop’s tribute 

In particular, he paid tribute 
to Canon Brindley’s ministry at 
Holy Trinity. “He has exercis- 
ed a ministry of great devotion, 
creativity and flair.” 

The article, obtained via a 
hidden tape-recorder, was 
strongly condemned by the 
Bishop of Oxford, but was cir- 
culated by two members of 
General Synod to all the 
members before the July ses- 
sion, asking for the Canon’s 
resignation. 

As a result of his resignation, 
Canon Brindley will cease to 
hold office as a member of the 
General Synod, and wiU be tak- 
ing “a substantial time off for 
rest and recuperation”. 


THE BEST — INDOORS OR OUT 



Insist on Vessa for Britain’s finest range of 
powerchairs, micro-cars and scooters. For 
details or a free home demonstration. 


@ (0784) 451258/9 
C F. HEWERDINE LTD. 

Devels Lane. Thorpe Lea. Egham. Surrey TW20 8HF 
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Lighting up the 
inner city 



Oxford bishop 
will become 
new CMS chief 



A LIGHTED candle is the sym- 
bol which marks the week of ac- 
tivities for the Church Urban 
Fund from September 17-24. It 
is hoped that up to one million 
candles will be lit in the parishes 
of the Church of England in the 
Candle festival that week. 

The idea is that candles should 
stimulate a donation of at least 
£1, and with the candles costing 
the Diocesan appeal only lOp 
each, this should mean a 
welcome boost of over £1 
million for the national appeal. 

But money is not the only ob- 
jective, says Diocesan Appeal 
chairman, the Revd Paul 
Nicolson: “The purpose of the 
week is to raise national 
awareness of the Church Urban 
Fund”. 

Sixty thousand candles will be 
available for collection from 
Wheatley Park School on Satur- 
day September 9 from 9.30 am 
to 1.00 pm for anyone with 
plans for CUF week, and there 
will be a meeting for Parish Pro- 
moters there at the same time. 

Future events for the Church 
Urban Fund include: 

• A sponsored walk organised 
by Deddington Deanery at 
Broughton Park on October 1 at 
1 .30 pm, with a choice of an 1 1 
or a 5 Vi mile walk for all the 
family. 

• A sponsored free-fall 


parachute jump by Mrs Polly 
Vacher, a member of Drayton 
Parish Church, near Abingdon, 
on October 15. (Sponsor forms 
available from Diocesan Church 
House). 

• An Antique Auction at 
Wheatley Park School on 
November 18 at 2.30 pm. (Items 
must arrive before 2.00 pm, 
please). 

And congratulations to: St. 
John’s, Lacy Green, who 
organised a walk on July 15 and 
raised £570 with just 12 walkers 
so that the parish has now ex- 
ceeded its CUF target by £600; 
Taplow Church who raised £700 
from just one garden fete. 

• Pictured right are: Anne and 
Peter Vardy, with their five 
children, busking with flute, 
trumpet and recorder outside 
Christ Church Cathedral, Ox- 
ford, on July 27 in aid of the 
Church Urban Fund. The 
children were “saddened” by 
people’s lack of response. The 
Vardy family, who made a 
busking tour of English 
Cathedral towns between July 
21 and September 2 travelling 
by Morris Minor and camping 
along the way, are well known 
for their epic journeys. In 1987 
all seven made a 3,000-mile cy- 
cle ride from Instanbul to 
Canterbury. 

Photo by Christopher Love 


A PAKISTANI-BORN Bishop working in Oxford as a director 
of the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies is to be the next General 
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society (CMS). 

Bishop Michael Nazir- Ali, 
who holds both British and 
Pakistani citizenship, is to be the 
first non-western General 
Secretary of CMS, and is one of 
the most respected thinkers in 
the Anglican Communion. He 
was appointed by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury as a co- 
ordinator for last year’s 
Lambeth Conference. 

Bishop Michael will succeed 
Bishop Harry Moore early next 
year, when Bishop Harry 
retires, and one of his first tasks 
will be to engage with the 
‘Decade of Evangelism’ begin- 
ning in Advent next year. 


Praise for Chiltern 
Training Scheme 

THE new discussion document 
called Partners in Pactice pro- 
duced by the British Council of 
Churches praises the Chiltern 
Training Scheme in this 
Diocese. The Revd Lourino 
Yuzon, an ordained Minister of 
the United Church of Christ in 
the Phillippines, pays tribute to 
the Scheme which he says is not 
only popular but “innovative 
and creative For more details 
of the Diocesan Institute and 
Training Schemes see page 5. 


GLOBAL WINDOW 


by John Madeley 


Turville school 


Bishop’s 

singers 

SINCE ITS beginnings in 1979, 
the Bishop of Oxford’s 
Choristers Award Scheme has 
awarded over 240 certificates of 
excellence to Choristers from 48 
Churches throughout the 
Diocese. 

The examiners say that of the 
243 awards made, 150 have 
come from only 12 Churches. 
The others have come, often 
singly, from isolated village 
choirs. Yet musical talent is 
widespread throughout the 
Diocese, and it would be good 
to see many more churches par- 
ticipating in the scheme. 

One of this year’s award win- 
ners, Christopher Beach, sings 
in the choir of St Helen’s 
Church, Abingdon, where the 
choir is trained and run by Mrs 
Charmian Manship, wife of the 
Vicar of Abingdon. It is not just 
a matter of good singing; 
Christopher is to be found work- 
ing hard at helping lead the wor- 
ship on most Sundays, is a 
regular attender at choir prac- 
tices, and joins in the youth ac- 
tivities. 

Anyone interested in taking 
part in the scheme can contact: 
Hugh Brockelhurst, ‘Rowlea’, 
Pretoria Road, High Wycombe, 
Bucks. Tel: High Wycombe 


The rape of the Earth 


to be sold off 


SEAN McDONAGH, an Irish Colomban priest who 
works in the Philippines, had an urgent message to con- 
vey during a visit to Britain this summer. 

Sean works with a mission called Santa Cruz, that 
helps tribal people. They number among the Filipino 
people, whose lives are in jeopardy because of the hor- 
rendous destruction of the country’s forest. 

In 1947, the Philippines had 17.5 million hectares 
of primary tropical forest. Satellite surveys show that 
only 12 million hectares now remain. “Foreign logg- 
ing companies and local elites,’’ says McDonagh, “tore 
valleys, hills and mountains apart to get logs to 
American and Japanese boats waiting in the harbour.’’ 
As Filipino logs are also exported to Britain, some of 
their trees may well be in our houses. 

“When you destroy the forest, you destroy everything 
because everything is linked,’’ he points out. “Fragile 
topsoil is quickly eroded, and this in turn silts up river 
beds, irrigation canals and estuaries, destroying 
agricultural lands and fishing grounds. It is a catalogue 
of death.’’ 

The ability of people to grow food is particularly in 
danger. The World Resources Institute estimates that 
“more than half’ the Filipino population (57 million 
in 1986) now faces a severe crisis, chiefly because of 
tropical forest destruction. In this one country alone, 
around 30 million lives are in jeopardy. 

The Philippines are suffering from perhaps the worst 
destruction of forest in the world, but they are by no 
means alone. Brazil’s Amazon forest is being burnt so 
that ranches can be set up to produce beef products, 
mostly for export, including hamburgers and corned 
beef to Europe. 

It needs around 55 sq ft of forest to produce one ham- 
burger. Food for local people is again under threat. 


While we concern ourselves with what the greenhouse 
effect will mean for us in the next century, millions 
are suffering now. What to do about it? 

We can think through the consequences of what we 
buy. “Stringent measures are necessary in Third World 
countries if the destruction is to be halted and reforesta- 
tion programmes initiated,’’ says McDonagh in a 
challenging book called To Care For The Earth. “These 
will not succeed,’’ he goes on, “unless they are ac- 
companied by a major change in consumer demands 
in First World countries.’’ 

Some practical ideas: Don’t buy furniture made from 
tropical hardwoods such as teak and mahogany — there 
are alternatives. Shops that sell alternatives are listed 
in The Good Wood Guide (available, price £2.50, from 
Friends of the Earth, 26 Underwood Street, London 
N1 7JQ). Take the trouble to find out where hamburgers 
and corned beef originate. Write to your Westminster 
and European MP to call for action over forest 
destruction. 

During September a “Save Our Forests’’ petition, 
organised by a Malaysian group and signed by more 
than three million people, will be handed to the United 
Nations General Assemby in New York. This calls on 
the UN and national governments to take “immediate 
steps to halt the current process of forest destruction 
worldwide’’, and to regenerate damaged forest lands. 

The consequences for some of the world’s poorest 
peoples of the continued destruction of tropical forest 
is surely an issue which warrants a very high priority 
in our prayers, thoughts and actitivities. 

• To Care for the Earth: a call to a new theology. Sean 
McDonagh, Geoffrey Chapman, price £4.50. 


THE Diocesan Council of 
Education recently rejected a 
plan to transform a redundant 
village school in the Hambledon 
Valley into a field study centre 
and hostel for children from the 
inner cities. But it could still be 
sold to a fundraising committee. 

The church school in Turville 
closed five years ago because of 
the falling numbers of pupils, 
and the local church asked for 
two years’ grace to come up 
with a scheme to prevent the 
school building being sold. A 
scheme was proposed to turn the 
school building into a field study 
centre where both local children 
and children from Britain’s in- 
ner cities could come and stay 
to learn about the countryside 
and the environment. 

But there was growing local 
opposition to the proposals from 
some of the villagers, and 
doubts about whether the pro- 
posals were in accordance with 
the Trust Deed of the school. 

After a great deal of work the 
Diocesan Education Committee 
met with the Scheme’s steering 


committee. Sadly all present, in- 
cluding the scheme’s lawyer, 
agreed with the Charity Com- 
missioners’ view that the 
scheme was not “educational” 
within the meaning of the 1944 
and 1973 acts. 

The Education Committee had 
to decide either to apply to the 
Department of Education and 
Science for an order to enable 
the building to be sold, or to 
waive this right so that the 
scheme could go ahead. 

The Diocese has 87 other aid- 
ed schools, all of which are in 
financial need, and the Educa- 
tion Committee decided to make 
the application. The Department 
of Education and Science will 
consul with all who have an in- 
terest in Turville School before 
making any decision on how the 
proceeds of sale should be used. 

The Diocesan Education 
Committee has suggested that 
the Steering Committee should 
have the opportunity of buying 
the school buildings if they are 
sold. 


23514. 

• Awards this year go to — 
Seniors: Pamela Wing, Helen 
Morrison,, Kathryn Cutts (St 
Peters, Caversham), Kathryn 
MacPhee (St John’s, Cookham 
Dean), Diane Robertson, Ja- 
queline Owen (All Saints, Wok- 
ingham), Anthea Gould (St. 
Mary’s, Chalgrove), Michael 
Jewell (St Mary’s Slough). 

Juniors: Tracey Carter (St. 
Peter, Didcot), Neill Cameron 
(St. Giles, Oxford), Rachel 
Burgess (St. John’s 
Crowthorne), Sam Cops, 
Christopher Reed, Cathrine 
Allison (All Saints Wok- 
ingham), Alexa Hewes, 
Christopher Beach, Neil Grant 
(St. Helen’s, Abingdon), Justin 
Leisk (St. James, Fin- 
chamstead), James Sewell (All 
Saints, Marcham). 

Conversation with 
Mother Francis 

MOTHER Francis Dominica of 
Helen House, Oxford will be 
Sue MacGregor’s guest in Con- 
versation Piece series on Radio 
4 on Friday, September 21, at 
11.25am. There will be a 
repeat on Sunday, September 
23 at 5pm. 


THE CENTRE 

Come for healing and spiritual counselling with JOY TREVOR who has been helping people 
to wholeness and harmony for 18 years. 

Come and discover your healing potential at our information workshops covering every aspect of healing. 

GREENWOOD j&kt Continuous 

COTTAGE „ programmes 

Silver Street, ]h I throughout 

TETSWORTH M|ftD £ the year 

Oxon OX9 7AR Tel: (084428) 323 


SHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiimmmi: 


Holloway’s 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND FINE 
ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete or part contents to a 
single item — Sell it by Auction — Free Pre Sale Advice 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY, 

OXON OX16 8PF TEL: (0295) 53197 






ST JOHN'S COLLEGE 
CHOIR, CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys' voices for this world-famous 
Choir will be held on Saturday, 14 October 
1989, at St John's College, at 9am. 
Choristers are educated at St John's College 
School and are awarded Scholarships which 
are worth £3,450 a year. Candidates should 
not be younger than 7 years, nor be older than 
9Vz years, on the date of the trial. 


Please apply to the College Organist for 
particulars, quoting No. 10. 




WORD PROCESSING 
ST.’. VDU OPERATING 

O . . AND 

JB) PROGRAMMING COURSES 

ifiSv Absolute beginners welcome 

^ (0628) 24729 

* Jane Coates Associates Ltd 

MAIDENHEAD 



HALL BROS 


Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready 4o wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut. fit, and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET , OXFORD 0X1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 
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Tree & Shrub supplies 
& planting 
Patios Drives Walls 
Lawns 


QUALITY LANDSCAPES 
and FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

Domestic and Industrial. For free estimate Telephone: 

Winslow (029671) 4170 


60 


OR OVER AND 
LOOKING FOR 
MORE INCOME? 


We can advise you on bow to turn the money tied up in 
your home into income . There are no interest payments 
during your lifetime; you still benefit from the increasing 
market value of your property and, more importantly, 
you still own your own home. There are no restrictions 
on moving home either. 

For further details of this new scheme, please return the 
coupon below or phone David Martin on: 

CHELTENHAM (0242) 518330 

Licensed Credit Broker. Written details on request. 

A member of IMRO and LAUTRO 


To: Hill Samuel Investment Services Ltd., 

Hill Samuel House, Parabola Road, Cheltenham, Glos, GL50 
3AH. 

□ Please contact me to arrange a meeting 

□ Please send me information for professional advice. 

NAME PHONE NO 

ADDRESS.. 


RETIRE 

with Independence and Security 

PANGBOURNE, BERKS 



Luxury flats and cottages located in the centre of the Thames-side 
village of Pangbourne, with gardens to the River Pang; a clear fast 
flowing trout stream. Resident Warden with 24 hour alarm service. 
This select development provides a unique opportunity to acquire 
a retirement home within walking distance of all facilities and main 
line railway to Reading, London and the West Country. 
Available: One 1-bedroomed Flat and Two 2-bedroomed Cottages. 

Prices from £74,200 to £90,000 
All prices include garage, fully fitted kitchen and carpets. The 
development is now complete. The site is managed by The Hanover 
Housing Association and the Warden is in residence. 

The Showhouse and all available flats can be viewed on Saturdays 
and Sundays from 2pm - 4.30pm. 

Kylment Limited, P.O. Box 25, Pangbourne, RG8 7EF. 

Telephone: (07357) 4726 
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How religion and politics mix 


S I would date my 
^ understanding of 
^ what' Christianity 
really means from my 
teenage years. My parents 
were both Christians who 
took us to church regular- 
ly — so I had always 
thought I was a Christian 
but when I started going 
along to a little group run 
by the senior history 
master at my school I 
began to realise what being 
a Christian was really all 
about. 

My parents would describe 
themselves as loyal Anglicans. 
They were of the generation 
which considered religion to be 
a private matter. I came to a ^ 




of.. 

Dr Philip Giddings 


conviction that what the Scrip- 
tures taught, particularly 
about Jesus, was right. And 
that has led to more general 
conviction about the authori- 
ty of the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God. 

That is why I describe 
myself as a conservative 
evangelical. I see the Scrip- 
tures (as originally given) as 
God’s words to us, to be 
received and obeyed, not ex- 
plained away; sometimes we 
may not understand them but 
that doesn’t mean we are en- 
titled to disregard them. We 
cannot pick and choose which 
parts of Scripture we are go- 
ing to accept (eg part of Paul’s 
letters), for that is to put 
ourselves in authority over 
Scripture rather than under its 
authority. 

I went up to Oxford in 1964 
to read History, then changed 
to PPE because it was a more 
politically-based subject. I am 
fascinated by the way people 
acquire power and exercise it, 
by how decisions are made and 
the consequences of seeing 
them through, and by the con- 
test of political ideas. It seem- 
ed a natural development from 
that to do research on political 
and administrative subjects — 
and then go on to teach it as 
well. 

I don’t think there need be 
any conflict between studying 
politics and being a Christian. 
Politics is about any group of 


people taking collective deci- 
sions, not just governments 
and states. So we are all in- 
volved in politics sometimes — 
in the family, at work, in clubs 
and societies and, not least, in 
the Church. 

I believe very strongly that 
if we accept Christ as Lord, 
then he must be lord of that 
part of our lives that is con- 
nected with politics. If 
anything is clear from the Old 
Testament it is that God 
himself was involved with the 
politics and history of Israel as 
it developed into a state and 
related to other states. 

But while that is a mandate 
for Christian involvement in 
political affairs, it is more dif- 
ficult to draw from that that 
conclusion that says one par- 
ticular policy for the National 
Health Service is more ap- 
propriate than another, or 
that the balance between tax- 
ation and public . spending 
should be this rather than 
that. Christians as Christians 
don’t have special insights in- 
to those questions. 

The Bible gives us criteria 
rather than specific guidance 
on questions like that. I draw 
a distinction, moreover, bet- 
ween what it is appropriate for 
the Church and those who 
speak on its behalf, to do and 
say politically — which is very 
limited — and what is ap- 
propriate for an individual 
Christian with particular in- 


sights or experience to do or 
say, which may be more ex- 
tensive. 

I think one seeks to live out 
the Christian life as best one 
can. I like to think that when 
for example, as a Warden, I 
have to make decisions, that I 
make those as a Christian. 
You have to be aware of the 
limitations of your own 
authority and to carry the 
main body of opinion with 
you. The art and skill of 
leadership is to do that. 

But there are things which 
I don’t wish to see in a com- 
munity for which I am respon- 
sible, and then it can be 
difficult. An example was my 
opposition to the introduction 
of contraceptive machines — 
in the Hall. My critics perceiv- 
ed my attitude as puritanical, 
but in the end I had to say: 
“Well that’s my view and I am 
responsible, and that’s going 
to be the policy here. And that 
was accepted.” 

Of course I have my own 
strongly-held views on many 
questions, but as lay vice- 
chairman of the Synod I have 
the particular responsibility of 
expressing the views of the 
corporate body, the House of 
Laity. If one feels in cons- 
cience that one cannot do that, 
then one ceases to be lay chair- 
man of that body. I do not ex- 
pect that to happen, although 
I recognise the possibility that 
it might. 

I think that our country is at 
a very important time 
spiritually. We’ve come 
through the rather complacent 
materialism of the 1960’s, and 
there is plenty of evidence that 
even where there is affluence, 
there is also a great spiritual 
hunger. 

We’ve got this tremendous 


opportunity, and the Church 
is beginning to recover its con- 
fidence in the Gospel. So I re- 
joice at the Decade of 
Evangelism and the oppor- 
tunity that presents to us to 
share the Good News. But I 
hope we will go into it careful- 
ly, prayerfully — engaging the 
energies of the laity and equip- 
ping both the clergy and the 
laity with a more effective 
spirituality. 

The good news that we share 
and proclaim is not our good 
news, it’s God’s Good News. 
The assurance and conviction 
and certainty we have about it 
does not lie in its appeal as a 
philosophical system or a per- 
sonal ethic, however attrac- 
tive; it comes from the fact 
that it’s there, clearly reveal- 
ed in the Scriptures, 

That is where our absolute 
conviction about faith comes 
from. It’s certainly true that 
many many people and quite 
a few of the clergy are 
themselves uncertain about 
what to say when they are ask- 
ed about these things ... In 
part that’s because the 
Church’s response to the in- 
tellectual climate of the 60’s 
and 70’s was to place more 
emphasis upon the legitimacy 
of doubt than upon the impor- 
tance of assurance and faith. 

Spiritual life is marvellous 
when everything is going well, 
but one of the down-sides of 
the tremendous advance in 
more informal styles of wor- 
ship has been that most peo- 
ple have got less in the way of 
'automatic spirituality’ to 
draw on in times of stress, 

I remember during one of 
those difficult times before my 
first wife died of cancer, after 
a long and traumatic illness, I 
was driving to hospital to see 
her at a moment of crisis and 
Psalm 46 automatically came 
to mind in its Prayer Book ver- 
sion. I had been brought up 
with it. 

Nowadays this year’s mar- 
vellous worship song is next 
year’s ancient history. It’s an 
area that troubles me and 
which I think the Church has 
got to address. I’d rather it ad- 
dressed that sort of area, 
rather than came out with 57 
varieties of reports about what 
the government is or isn’t do- 
ing about this or that. 

The Scriptures tell us — 
reveal to us — what we need 
to know about God, and about 
ourselves, and our 
destiny: no more 
but no less. 

Dr Philip Giddings was bom in 
Gloucestershire. He is Lay Vice- 
Chairman of the Diocesan 
Synod. Since 1972 he has been 
a Lecturer in Politics at the 
University of Reading and since, 
1976 Warden of Mansfield Hall, 
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The Willow Tree 


PRIVATE 
NURSING HOME 


(REGISTERED WITH RUGBY DISTRICT HEALTH AUTHORITY) 

Hillmorton, Rugby. 
Telephone: (0788) 74689 


A unique Canadian-style property on one floor which offers the highest 

professional nursing care. 

Single and shared rooms available, some ensuite, every room equipped with 
appropriate call facilities, TV and telephone points. 

★ ★★★★★★★ 

Two 'acres of pleasant secluded gardens. 

Close Care Individual Units to be shortly developed on adjoining building. 
This nursing home meets all the equirements of the 1 984 Nursing Home Act 

NOW UNDER SOLE OWNERSHIP OF HARRY HARDING 

who along with the matron, Hilary Strong, welcome any enquiries or informal visits 

— TELEPHONE: (0788) 74689 — 
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Follow-up to 
the Visitation 

LAST December the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard 
Harries sent out his Articles of Enquiry to all parishes in 
the Diocese. From May until July he conducted a Visitation 
in every Deanery, accompanied by a team of Diocesan of- 
ficers. His address to each Deanery tried to respond to the 
particular needs and concerns of that Deanery. However, 
certain points have arisen which apply right across the 
Diocese and in this and the next two editions of The DOOR, 

Bishop Richard summarises them and indicates how they are 
being followed up. This month he discusses spiritual life and 
worship. 



I WAS most encouraged by the 
respone to my Articles of En- 
quiry, by the way that parishes 
took them so seriously, and in 
particular by the Visitation even- 
ings themselves. I know that 
some parishes, particularly in 
small villages where there is an 
ancient expensive building to 
maintain, are struggling. 

But there are genuine signs of 
faithfulness, and the Bible 
teaches us that God can work 
through few as well as many. In 
a good number of parishes there 
are real signs of life and growth. 
The Holy Spirit of God is pre- 
sent and active in our time. If 
there are special difficulties, not 
least in some villages and the 
deprived areas of our towns, 
there are also great opportunities 
to be grasped. 

Spiritual life 

The two questions asked 
were: In helping people to 
deepen their relationship with 
God, what ways have proved to 
be the most helpful over the last 
few years? What do you hope to 
emphasise or develop over the 
next few years in order to help 
people to grow in their spiritual 
life? 

Worship 

I was greatly interested by the 

number of parishes that are 
developing informal services of 
various kinds: pram services, 

special gift services, and, above 
all, family services. It is clear 
that there are a good number of 
people, particularly among the 
young, who feel ill-at-ease with 
more traditional forms of wor- 
ship and who are drawn by a 
more relaxed, cheerful style. 

This is also true of many of 
us within the church today. 
There seems to be a great need 
for more accessible worship, 
worship that one priest describ- 
ed to me as being more user- 
friendly. 

Some parishes are developing 
family-style Eucharists, as well 
as the more formal kind. Others 

are developing non-Eucharistic 


family services. My own ex- 
perience leads me to believe that 
such services can be helpful to 
all ages and they should certain- 
ly not be regarded as children’s 
services. 

Furthermore, although such 
services will have a degree of 
spontaneity, informality and 
laughter about them, they can 
have, and should also have, 
moments of deep quiet and true 
reverence. This is crucial, for in 
many ways there is a crisis of 
worship in the Church of 
England today. 

Far too many lay people come 
away from services feeling un- 
nourished and untouched. 
Whether the service is formal or 
informal, Eucharistic or non- 
Eucharistic, we need to strive 
for a more profound waiting 
upon God so that those who 
worship with us may sense a 
deep spiritual resonance! 

As a result of what I have 
discovered we will be offering 
more help to parishes that seek 
to develop or initiate such wor- 
ship, through workshops and 
courses in our Christian training 
schemes. There will be oppor- 
tunity to learn from those 
parishes which have already 
developed successful services of 
this kind for all ages. 


This emphasis is in no way to 
undermine the centrality of the 
Eucharist or the significance of 
formal worship. It is simply to 
recognise that there is a grow- 
ing need, particularly among 
families with children, for wor- 
ship in a different style. 

Fellowship 

It is also clear that many 
parishes are developing small 
groups of different kinds: prayer 
groups, meditation groups, heal- 
ing groups, Bible study groups, 
but above all house groups, and 
wherever possible on an 
ecumenical basis. 


I myself have always found 
membership of a small suppor- 
tive group to be vital to my 
Christian life. I look to the time 
when every Christian is a 
member of group which is small 
enough for everyone to ex- 
perience genuine Christian 
fellowship, which is personal 
without being embarrassing and 
which is mutually supported 
without being obtrusive. 

When I visited a parish in 
Soweto, the big black township 
near Johannesburg, I discovered 
that they had over 60 house 
groups, one in each street. Each 
group used to meet at least once 
a week for a period of prayer 
and to discern the needs of their 
immediate neighbourhood. 

But forming such groups and 
helping to run them in a way 
which is conducive to real 
Christian fellowship and not 
simply a general discussion 
group, is a highly skilled 
business. As a Diocese we will, 
therefore, be offering to help 
parishes in this area. My hope 
is that every parish will en- 
courage and train lay people to 
form and lead such groups. 

Nearly every parish in the 
Diocese was, quite rightly, 
stressing the importance' of 
building up a genuine Christian 
community. In some areas this 
is particularly difficult — but the 
presence of house groups within 
the congregation and, if possi- 
ble, parish weekends away once 
a year, can work wonders in tur- 
ning a group of disparate in- 
dividuals into a genuine Chris- 
tian community. 

A dramatic, indeed traumatic, 
change has taken place in the 
Diocese in the last 20 years. A 


village, which for 800 years had 
its own church, parson and par- 
sonage, may still have the 
church but it is likely to be shar- 
ing the Vicar with several other 
villages and several of the 
vicarages will have been sold 
off. 

This can put a great strain on 
the present-day incumbent. In 
towns, a church which might 
have had three or four curates 
before the First World War may 
now have none. Furthermore, 
the church may be growing. 

This reduction in the number 
of clergy has begun to revitalise 
Lay Ministry in the Church of 
England, for very practical 


reasons, of course. But more 
important, we have begun to 
discover that the Church in the 
New Testament is an every - 
member ministry. 

One of the most vital roles of 
the parish priest today is to help 
every member of the congrega- 
tion discover his or her par- 
ticular charism or gift of the 
Spirit, and then to help that gift 
develop and be put to service. 

. Every one of us has our own 
particular vocation and ministry. 
The Church of the future is a 
Church in which ministry is ful- 
ly shared between clergy and lay 
people and between men and 
women. 

This Diocese places a great 
deal of importance upon our 
various training schemes and 
programmes, now all held under 
the umbrella of the Diocesan In- 
stitute. But it is vital that the 
courses which we put on are 
really serving the needs of the 
parishes. I very much hope that 
you will make it clear to the 
Principals of the training 
schemes what kind of courses 
would be most beneficial to the 
development of Christian life in 
your parish. 

Shared Ministry 

We need courses to help peo- 
ple deepen their understanding 
of the Christian faith, but also 
courses to help lay people 
develop their ministry of various 
kinds, leading small groups or 
a listening ministry particularly 
to the bereaved, a ministry that 
shares in the preparation of peo- 
ple for Baptism, Confirmation, 
or Marriage, and not least for 
work with children and young 
people. 

A ministry that is truly shared 
will also be a ministry that is 
shared between the different 


parishes in a deanery. The 
deanery is not always the most 
natural or easy unit. But there is 
no doubt that we are asking a 
very great deal of deaneries 
these days and in particular of 
the Rural Dean and the Lay 
Chairman. 

But some deaneries of the 
Diocese have generated a great 
sense of fellowship and mutual 
support which is most encourag- 
ing. For there are many aspects 
of Christian work which it may 
not be possible for the individual 
church to do but which can be 
done on a deanery basis. This is 
perhaps particularly true in the 
sphere of work with young 
people. 

A shared ministry also in- 
cludes, wherever possible, 
working with Churches of other 
denominations. My own feeling 
is that there is still a very great 
deal to be done to develop 
ecumenical working. Every- 
thing that we possibly can do 
together we ought to be doing. 

A shared ministry is also a 
ministry that is shared between 
the parishes, the deaneris, and 
the Diocese as a whole. 

Understandably, because of 
its size, some parishes feel 
remote from the Diocese and in 
particular from Diocesan 
Church House. My hope is that 
The DOOR has gone some way 
to giving the Diocese a greater 
sense of itself and a feeling of 
common purpose. 

Having been a parish priest 
for a good part of my life I have 
no doubt that the parish is the 
front line where it’s at. Bishops, 
Archdeacons and the Diocesan 
Officers are in post for the sim- 
ple task of helping the parishes 
to achieve their goals. We are 
available to help in ways which 
you feel are appropriate to your 
needs. 


Workshops 
on worship 

DURING the autumn, several 
half-day workships have been ar- 
ranged throughout the Diocese for 
those parishes who are interested 
in developing informal all-age 
worship (both Eucharistic and 
non-Eucharistic) . 

BERKSHIRE. Saturday, October 
21, 9.30am-12 noon at Earley St 
Peter Church, Reading; Saturday, 
December 2, 10am- 12 noon at Ho- 
ly Trinity Church Hall, 
Chalcombe, Wantage; Saturday, 
December 2, 2.15pm-4.45pm at St 
John the Evangelist Church, 
Newbury. Details from the Parish 
Development Adviser for 

Berkshire, Leonora Wilson, High 
Wycombe (0494) 31505. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. Satur- 
day, November 4, 9.30am- 12 noon 
at St Andrew’s, Stoke Poges, Nr 
Slough; Saturday, November 4, 
9.45am- 12.30pm at the Church of 
the Good Shepherd, Aylesbury; 
Saturday, November 11, 

2pm-4.30pm at Winslow Church 
Room, Winslow. Details from the 
Parish Development Adviser for 
Buckinghamshire; Anne 
Faulkner, Slough (0753) 25935. 

OXFORDSHIRE: Saturday, Oc- 
tober 14, 2.15pm-4.45pm at Toe 
H Cuddesdon; Saturday, October 
28, 2.15pm-4.45pm at Holy Trini- 
ty Church, Henley; Saturday, 
December 2, 2.15pm-4.45pm at 
the Parish Centre, Chipping Nor- 
ton. Details from the Parish 
Development Adviser for Oxford- 
shire: Barbara Doubtfire, 

Woodstock (0993) 812095. 


Training 

courses 

THROUGH the Archdeaconry 
Christian Training Schemes, the 
Oxford Diocese Institute for 
Theological Education and Train- 
ing is offering courses that will 
help the Diocese to respond to the 
themes raised by people during the 
Bishop’s Visitation to the Diocese. 

These will include: Mission in 
the Local Church, Leading 
Groups in the Local Church, 
Developing Informal Worship, 
and discussion of what Shared 
Ministry really means. 

If you are in the Oxford Arch- 
deaconry for instance a course on 
Worship for All the Family will be 
offered in Witney. If you live in 
Buckinghamshire, then a course 
on Working in Groups and Plan- 
ning Special Services will be held 
in Bourne End. But whatever 
Archdeaconry you are in, the 
themes are being followed up and 
you can get further details from 
the Institute either by contacting 
Gill Pratley, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey, Oxford 
0X2 0NB, telephone (0865) 
244566, or from anyone of these 
Institute Staff: 

Canon Vincent Strudwick, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford; The Revd Dr N. Cran- 
field, St Mary’s House, Chain 
Street, Reading RG1 2HX; The 
Revd P. Roderick, 18 Sunters 
Wood Close, Booker, High 
Wycombe HP12 4DZ; The Revd 
Gill Summer, 9 Chalfont Road, 
Oxford OX2 6TL. 


The Way Forward | 
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LITHOGRAPHIC PRINTERS* 


The complete printing service offering reliable, 
economic quality printing. 

Business, Personal and Wedding Stationery 

Unit 10, Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road, 
Goring-on-Thames, Reading, Berks RG8 0HP 
Tel: (0491) 874234. Auto Fax: (0491) 874234 


Pick-up and delivery service. 


CAPTURE A MEMORY " 


ANY SUBJECT UNDERTAKEN 



A beautiful picture to cherish always. 
Painted from a favourite photograph. People, pets, 
landscapes etc. A unique gift. 

Joan V. Greenhowe 
5 Royston Place 
Barton on Sea 
Hampshire BH25 7AJ 
Telephone: 

New Milton (0425) 617750 


GEpFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fqr'a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


Geoffrey Harding 

Silversmith and Goldsmith 

Handwrought Wares for every occasion 
Original Designs 

Special Commissions undertaken 

STEVENTON, OXOPi. 
TELEPHONE: ABINGDON 831371 


Down in Kingham there’s a little firm which 
does nothing else but copy and restore old 
photographs . . . 

Sepiatone studio portraits , faded snaps from the old box 
Brownie , photographs in any condition can be copied , 
improved and reproduced to full archival standards of 
performance. 

Phone us for a price list, or better still call in — 
we’ll be glad to see you! 

PHOTOCARE 

THE LANGSTON PRIORY WORKSHOPS 
STATION ROAD, KINGHAM, OXON, OX7 6UP 
Telephone (060871) 8184 
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The historic vicarage of 
Olney, Restored for use in |, 
the service of Christ. 

GROUP STUDY DAY? 

CHURCH RETREAT or I * * * * 6 
^ YOUTH WEEKEND? 

We offer day and residential facilities in this unique setting at 
very attractive rates. 

Olney is a charming rural town just 15 mins from the Ml 
(J14), close to Bedford, Northampton and Milton Keynes. 

For full details please write to The Administrator at: 

The John Newton Christian Centre, Church Street, Olney, 
Bucks, MK46 4AD. or telephone: (0234) 713162 

Registred No. 1986366 Limited by guarantee Charity No. 294412 
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FROM THE BISHOP 



MY mother would never wear green; she said it brought bad 
luck. And going green in my youth meant being sick. But 
now everyone is ‘going green’. All the political parties, the 
Royals and even the Church, frantically climbing on to the 
bandwagon. 

And so we jolly- well should. We do not remind ourselves 
sufficiently-often that God is creating his universe here and 
now, and that under his Providence the world is moving to 
the End he wills for it. 

The particular Christian contribution to the green debate 
is optimism. “The Lord is my shepherd, therefore can I lack 
nothing: he shall feed me in a green pasture.’’ Confidence 
that “all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner 
of things shall be well.’’ 

Too much green philosophy is born of pessimism: “Help, 
there is only one world, and we are destroying it for ourselves 
and for our children.” True, but we need the vision at the 
end of the Bible. “I saw a new heaven, and a new earth. 

We are responsible under God for the ordering of our en- 
viroment. We hold the treasures of creation under trust from 
God. The sea, and the air, the land and the water are not 
mine. There is a direct connection between going green and 
the insights of Christian Stewardship. 

But then we need some notes of caution. The green 
philosophy must take serious the dark side of life, the 
necessary rhythm of the seasons, the inescapable harshness 
of creation, and the fact of death. If we ignore the grey, we 
can’t go green. We will just end up with nineteenth century 
ideas of progress, or worse still sanitised surburbia, objec- 
ting to the smell of manure. 

The villages in this Diocese have never looked more 
beautiful, but a pseudo-greening process has turned not a 
few rural communities into commuter ghettoes. The story 
of Noah’s Ark is a permanent reminder that God at any rate 
does not confuse conservation and preservation. 

+ x.v~ 
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Towards 
new life 

Mission ’89: What was it all 
about? 

Well, for many of us Mission ’89 
has now started! All over the UK 
people are beginning to think and 
live in a new way because of it! 

At the end of June Billy Graham 
spoke for a week at Earls Court and 
his messages were beamed by TV 
Livelink to 250 centres in the UK, 
to over 20 countries in Africa on net- 
work TV and to India, the Far East 
and the USA. 

He had been invited by a number 
of London churches to conduct what 
turned out to be the biggest 
evangelistic event ever held. It was 
a real privilege to be a part of it. 

In Oxford Diocese, the Livelink 
brought Mission ’89 to Oxford and 
Aylesbury, to Wokingham and 
Chesham and to Milton Keynes and 
Maidenhead. Many people came to 
the meetings; church people of every 
variety and total outsiders. People 
responded to the message of Christ. 
Billy Graham was clear, contem- 
porary and surprisingly low key. 
This was not emotional, pressuris- 
ed hard sell religion but reasoned, 
challenging and attractive. 

Where does it get us? 

The Churches in the UK are hard- 
ly packing them in week by week! 
More worrying still for the Chris- 
tian faith is our poor performance 
generally when it comes to sharing 
our faith with others. 

The people who did the Mission 
’89 Training Courses received a 
fresh vision of God’s love and truth 
and many have been given a new 
sense of being called to witness and 
service. This will stay with us for a 
long time. 

In too many church discussions 
our grasp of Christianity appears 
uncertain and vague. Billy Graham 
spoke about Jesus with reverence, 
authority and in a way that made 
sense. We must now go and do 
likewise! 

Mission ’89 showed to many for 
the first time, a faith that could be 
before them. People now say that 
they are Christians and know what 
this means. They have started a new 
life and the nurture groups they have 
joined are helping them on the way. 
I hope that the churches are going 
to welcome and encourage them! 

Mission ’89 was nothing less than 
God at work in our land. The work 
goes on and to it we are all called. 
Now here comes the Decade of 
Evangelism ! 

Trevor Parkin 

The Revd Trevor Parkin is 
Vicar of St Mary’s Maidenhead. 

Abbey harvest 

IN ASSOCIATION with the 
1989 Food and Farming Year 
Oxfordshire Committee, the 
usual county harvest festival will 
be organised by the Young 
Farmers at Dorchester Abbey 
at 6.00 pm on Sunday, 
September 24. The preacher will 
be the Bishop of Dorchester. 

A number of groups concern- 
ed with development, en- 
vironmental and country matters 
have been invited to arrange ex- 
hibition stands. The collection 
will be given to Makeni 
Ecumenical Centre in Zambia. 

All are welcome 



Almost taking the bulls by the horns at the Royal Agricultural Show are the Bishop of Ox- 
ford, The Right Revd Richard Harries and Mrs Harries. Tew Dynamite , the Charolais bull 
immediately behind them, belongs to Mr Ian Landless of Duns Tew and was fourth in the 
Junior Young Bull class. Bishop Richard toured the Show on July 2 before taking a Service 
in the Grand Ring which was attended by more than 3,000 people. 


The Christian farmer 


POLLUTION, nitrates in water, 
factory-farming, food moun- 
tains, poorly-paid employees, 
creating large profits . . . 
They’re just some of the 
criticisms currently being 
directed at those of us in 
agriculture. 

But if this is the face of modern- 
day farming, how should we as we 
Christians react to the treatment of 
the environment, God’s creation? As 
a Christian farmer, should I 
dissociate myself from the high-tech 
agricultural industry that has been 
thrust upon us to meet the re- 
quirements of our society. 

The industry, together with the 
allied trades, has over three decades 
met the demands of the politicians 
by supplying the quantity, quality, 
and variety of food. Indeed, there 
are no technical reasons why this 
could not be the case for the whole 
world. As farmers, we have moved 
from a leisurely, poorly-educated 
way of life to a business, financially- 
orientated requiring a high degree of 
skill and mangement with all the 
associated stresses. 

However, the consumer, indeed 
all of us, now find large food 
surpluses unacceptable, and despite 
a high proportion of our world not 
being properly fed, the developed 
world farmer now has to accept pro- 
duction constraints. 

So where does this leave me? Cer- 
tainly not sitting on a three-legged 
stool in a field, milking a cow! The 
maturing of my own Christian faith, 
bringing me close to The Creator, 
is making me question some of the 
practices which we have used in the 
past to increase output and income. 
Am I using the resources of the en- 
vironment, land, labour and money 
wisely? Will they be enhanced by 
my management of them? Am I lear- 
ning by experience.? 

The excessive use of fertilisers and 
sprays is now no longer correct, but 
turning to organic farming on a na- 
tional scale would lead to starvation! 
So instead, let’s make better use of 
the values of rotation where one crop 
enhances the growing of the next 
crop. j 

Let’s utilise the ability of some 
plants (legumes) to ‘fix’ nitrogen 


from the atmosphere. There are ex- 
citing plant-breeding developments 
coming in this whole area of crop 
rotation. 

I cannot accept the concept of be- 
ing paid NOT to farm the land. To 
have a fallow in a rotation is, I 
believe, acceptable — but to leave 
the land unattended for long periods 
does not seem to me to be good 
stewardship. Perhaps a naive thing 
to say — but could we not somehow 
put this same money used for set- 
aside to producing food for those 
who are undernourished? 

Turning to livestock: the inten- 
sification of animals immediately 
suggests their exploitation, and 
stress, and fear as we understand 
them. But fear, stress, and starva- 
tion, too, exist in profusion in the 
wild (natural). I am not saying that 
we can abuse the domesticated 
animal. I think to restrict an animal’s 
movement for a large part of its life 
is not respecting God’s creation; but 
there is no question that the animal’s 
production performance is often of 
a very high order under these 
systems. 

Any employer, particularly a 
Christian one, has a big responsibili- 
ty to those whose families rely on 
him for their income and I do not 
find the profit motive out of step 
with the teaching of the Bible. 

What matters is how the profit is 
arrived at: by absolutely straight 
trading, by proper use of entertain- 
ing expense accounts, etc. 

As a leader of a team, I need to 
supply a standard of living for us all 
that is commensurate with that en- 
joyed by other members of society. 
Each one of us will be asked to ac- 
count for the management of our 
own incomes when we leave this 
world. 

It is quite wrong for a Christian 
to brush aside new technology infer- 
ing that we should not meddle in 
God’s handiwork. That thinking will 
lead us nowhere. The more we 
understand God’s world, the better 
we are equipped to safeguard it for 
the next generation. 

We in the industry have an obliga- 
tion to encourage the whole com- 


munity to understand and enjoy the 
countryside. 

The countryside is changing. 
Fields have been made more 
machinery -orientated. Trees have 
been cut down and replanted and so 
the word change should not 
necessarily be looked upon as 
retrograde but as an exciting happen- 
ing. Looking over our shoulders at 
the way our fathers farmed will not 
feed our customers, nor will it create 
a business that pays modern stan- 
dards of salaries and taxes. 

Does all this set a Christian farmer 
apart? I cannot answer that for you, 
but I do know that the standards of 
excellence which we as Christians 
should aspire to in our spiritual lives 
need also to be exhibited in out 
work. 

I need to be perhaps more 
moderate, praying for the gift of 
discernment, learning from ex- 
perience and working with the rich 
gifts of nature which we are endow-, 
ed with in this country, so that those 
riches are still there for the next 
generation. 

Colin Wright 
• Colin Wright farms 386 acres 
of Glebe land at Waddesdon 
near Aylesbury, tenanted from 
the Oxford Diocese. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


O GOD, who has given all men 
their work to do, help them to do 
it with all their might. Grant the 
spirit of wisdom and justice to all 
leaders of industry. Bless the men 
and women who work in offices 
and factories; strengthen those 
who labour at the docks or in the 
fields; take care of the miners and 
those whose work is dangerous; 
and help us all to follow in the 
steps of him who worked as a 
carpenter, even Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Adapted 

This month your prayers are 
asked for: 

Bishop Patrick and his family; 
preparations for One World 
Week; The March for Jesus (Sept. 
16); farmers and farm workers; 
those making follow-up plans for 
the visitation. 


Youth concern^ 

ACCOMMODATION PROJECT 

Our client group is aged 16-25 and we try to allocate their 
problems of homelessness and all matters relating to housing. 

We are open from 9.30-4.30 Tuesday to Friday, based in up- 
town coffee bar. 

If you can offer lodgings, or if you have a problem at home, 
please contact Christine Welsh on Aylesbury 29297. 


MEMORIALS 

ON DISPLAY IN OUR SHOWROOM 

EDWARD HARRIS 

108 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Tel: HIGH WYCOMBE 25997 

Estimates without obligation. 

Write or phone for brochure 


THE SEVEN CHURCHES 0E ASIA 

Mon 14th - Tue 22nd May St. John's text in the BOOK 
of REVELATION reads: "Write what you see in a book 
and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and to 
Smyrna and to Perga mum and to Thyatira and to Sar- 
dis and to Philadelphia and to Loadicea. " 

Last year when we introduced this tour we were a lit- 
tle apprehensive about the archaeological/spiritual 
mix, but as it was very successful we have no qualms 
including it into this year's programme. We visit all 
seven 'sites'. Leader John Brewster (Church of 
Scotland) and Esin Octar, a Turkish archaeological 
guide. Short (optional) service will be held at the alter 
by the House of the Virgin Mary in Ephesus. Flight, 
F. Board in good hotels. Coach & Guides. Price £430. 
Any minister who would like to bring/lead a party, 
please contact for special rates. An extra week Half 
Board at Kusadasi — £90. 

Please write or telephone for a Brochure: 

PINGRUM SPECIALIST TOURS 

Box A, 1 1 Market Square, Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP20 1TJ 

Tel: 0296 394404. 

Telex: 837520. Fax: 029629932 



• Indoor heated 
swimming pool and 
jacuzzi-type spa pool, 
together with 
changing rooms and 
lockers for personal 
belongings 

• Games room with 
table tennis and 
snooker 

• Beach hut on the 
sea front for general 
use of guests 

• Everything for an 
enjoyable holiday 

Collingwood Road 
Marine Parade West 
Clacton-on-Sea 
Telephone: 
( 0255 ) 424018 


The Victoria Hotel 


1 Middlesex Road, Bexhill-on-Sea 


A 


Small family run hotel offering good, modem accommodation and 
traditional cuisine. Open all year round. 

Restaurant open to non-residents for lunch and dinner. 

For bookings or further information contact: Ellen and Bill Dacke 
10% reduction for stav in excess of three days during winter 

BEXHILL (0424) 210382 


Member of Be.xhill Tourism Association 
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Is the Devil on holiday, too? 


AS I write, August is fast ap- 
proaching and there will be no 
fo^ard to 

not be convening'; hll §u'.^lj 
School that I help run has clos- 
ed its doors until September; 
other activities shrivel or disap- 
pear, while Satan invites us to 
put our feet up for an extended 
interval. 

Of course, if anyone has the 
temerity to seek the Lord for the first 
time, or just be homeless, in 
desperate trouble or simply in total 
despair, then somebody should 
ultimately take the resposibility of 
gently telling them that normal 
counselling services will be resum- 
ed, come September. 

But what if one of these unfor- 
tunate people should dare to ask for 
a REASON? Oh, not to worry, a 
smooth cliche can always be found 
— “Got to recharge my batteries, 
old boy’’ or “We all need a break, 
you know’’, and other fine-sounding 
phrases that so readily spring to 
mind on such awkward occasions. 

Of course, we all do need a change 
and rest — but quite so many in one 
month? Miracles flowed from our 
Lord at any time and the Devil cer- 
tainly does not operate a close 
season. 

As Christians we will shortly have 
12 months’ advance warning of 
August 1990 — let’s all resolve, 
RIGHT NOW to show the secular 
world that we operate a 365-day, 
24-hour service, and even when we 
do go on holiday to carry the Good 
News with us. 

Jerry Coram , 
High Wycombe 


Twice-born? 

NOWADAYS, we frequently meet 
the expression: He or she “became 
a Christian’’. 

This seems to be especially 
characteristic of those who have 
moved in evangelical and 
charismatic circles, and would seem 
to be closely connected with the ex- 
perience of conversion — of being, 
as is sometimes said, a “twice-born 
Christian’’. 

Nevertheless, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to reconcile its use in 
this context with the teaching of the 
Church of England, as set forth in 
the Prayer Book and Articles, which 
is succinctly summed up in the 
Catechism where, in response to the 
question: Who gave you this name? 
it is said: My Godfathers and God- 
mothers in my Baptism; wherein I 
was made a member of Christ, the 
child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven — ie I became 
a Christian. 

Of course, it is possible — 
especially if one is baptised in infan- 
cy — to come to conscious commit- 
ment at a later stage, but that is not 
“becoming a Christian’’, that hap- 
pened in Baptism. 

A very helpful book in this con- 
nection is Did You Receive the 
Spirit? by Fr Simon Tugwell OP, of 
Blackfriars in Oxford. It sets out to 
relate sacramental action with per- 
sonal experience of the kind under 
discussion. 

The Revd Geoffrey Pinnock , 
Oxford. 



For the poor 

THERE are a number of questions 
raised by Edward Ellis in his letter 
(June DOOR) about the relationship 
between the Church Urban Fund 
Appeal and the decision of the 
Diocesan Synod to help finance 
Church Action on Poverty. He 
writes that it is unfair and counter- 
productive of the Synod to give 
money to a vocal anti-Conservative 
pressure group. 

The Synod is bound by the Law 
of Moses as interpreted by the pro- 
phets and fulfilled in Jesus to seek 
justice for the poor. We are, as 
Christians, left with no alternative 
by our faith, our tradition and our 
Bible. This inevitably involves 
Christians, both individually and 
corporately, in engagement in 
political debate and decision-making 
about policies designed to help 
relieve poverty. Christians are call- 
ed to do this within their politicial 
parties and pressure groups, and in 
the Synods of the Church. 

It is therefore important for Ed- 
ward Ellis and other members of the 
Conservative Party to be specific, as 
Christians, about their objections to 
particular views expressed, facts 
given, or policies promoted by other 
Christians who attack Conservative 
Party statements and policy about 
poverty. 

In any event, the Synod cannot be 
influenced by the suggestion that 
donations to the Church Urban Fund 
will not be forthcoming from the 
Christian members of the Conser- 
vative Party if the policies of the 
Conservative Party are attacked by 
a resolution of the Synod. Christian 
Conservatives are not suggesting 
they would give more to the Church 
Urban Fund if Church Action on 
Poverty attacks the policies of the 
Labour Party, The Green Party or 
the SLD. 

CAP campaigns for the poor, as 
all Christians are bound to do, with 
great integrity about the facts. It at- 
tacks or promotes particular policies 
but it is not in principle for or against 
any particular political party. 

All Christian politicians can help 
the Church face the facts about 
poverty in Britain. They can also 
contribute to the devising of new 
laws to relieve poverty which are 
consistent with their faith. 

The Revd Paul Nicolson, 
Member Diocesan Synod , 
Turville 

Joint centre 

I HAVE just read your article on 
The Woughton Ecumenical Parish, 
called “Breaking Down Barriers’’. 
Although the article captured the 


flavour of the Parish fairly well, I 
feel that there was a surprising omis- 
sion — given the title of the article! 

The Woughton Ecumenical Parish 
has a unique asset in the form of The 
Trinity Centre on Fishermead. It is 
a large three-hailed Community 
Centre during the week, and a thriv- 
ing Church on Sundays and other 
Holy Days. 

It is unique because it is jointly- 
owned by the The Church (Church 
of England, Methodist, United 
Reformed Church) and The Milton 
Keynes Development Corporation. 
This is in contrast to Woolstones, 
mentioned in the article, which is 
simply leased. 

The Trinity Centre is run by an in- 
depenent voluntary management 
committee, including a Moslem and 
a Buddhist among its members. A 
ten-foot cross on the centre roof, 
however, proclaims that it is a truly 
Christian centre working for the 
benefit of all the community. 

Where else can you find a venture 
or building of such a unique nature? 
I believe that it is a good example 
of The Woughton Ecumenical Parish 
“breaking down barriers’’ as th§ ar- 
ticle claimed. 

Mark Tubey, Chairman , 
Trinity Centre 
Management Committee , 
Milton Keynes. 

That house ... 

IT SEEMs to me that the arguments 
about Bishop Anthony’s house cen- 
tre on the point of how the Diocese 
should use its (very considerable) 
financial resources to meet the hous- 
ing needs of one of its suffragan 
bishops and also to provide 
assistance to the homeless living in 
the Diocese. 

Mr Deung’s letter (The DOOR, 
July 1989) provides some useful 
facts, but fails to tackle the issue of 
how one of the wealthiest dioceses 
in England determines what sort of 
residence a suffragan bishop should 
have. The solution chosen in this 
case is one that many other dioceses 
and denominations (which lack the 
historic resources of the Church of 
England) could not afford to con- 
template, and yet they somehow 
manage to house their bishops, 
despite similarly-high property 
prices. 

My question to the building com- 
mittee is: “To what extent would the 
Bishop be impeded in his work if the 
Diocese were to spend £250,000 on 
a residence for him and use the re- 
maining £200,000 to further existing 
good work with the homeless?’* 

Nicholas Mulvey , 
Cowley , Oxford. 


THE nub of the matter of the Bishop 
of Dorchester’s house at Sibford is 
the sum of £450,000 from Church 
funds and £50,000 from a private 
source. 

Is this expenditure congruent with 
the teaching on stewardship offered 
by the Diocese as to both sums! Is 
the standard of accommodation ac- 
quired congruent with the Gospel 
proclaimed? Is this level of expen- 
diture congruent with the request for 
suppon iw the Church Urban Fund? 
Do the Diocese in approving the pur- 
chase of this house, and the Bishop 
in agreeing to occupy it remain 
credible? 

Mr Deung in his letter in the July 
issue of The DOOR tells us that 
much adverse publicity centred 
around the existence of a swimming 
pool, stables and a tennis court and 
that the press have played on this. 
He does not provide any facts to en- 
courage us to believe as we would 
like to that the press have got it all 
wrong. Can he do so please? 

The Revd Donald Bishop , 
Vicar of Bodicote 1960-87, 
Shipston-on-Stour. 

South Africa 

I WAS extremely pleased to see the 
article by John Madeley on sanctions 
on South Africa in the June DOOR. 

If only more people in the West, 
and especially in the UK realised 
how out of step we are in refusing 
to apply real sanctions against the 
government of South Africa maybe 
there could be some movement on 
this issue. 

In my two years in Zimbabwe, I 
canvassed opinion from black 
Africans of all strata of society and 
several nationalities — Zimbab- 
weans, Mozambiquans, Zambians, 
Namibians, South Africans — and 
they were all pro-sanctions. Many 
obviously not all, whites were also 
for a quick rather than a long-drawn- 
out end to aparthied. Rhodesia/Zim- 
babwe suffered long enough with 
half-hearted sanctions. It would 
have been over in the early 70s if 
they had been truly effectively 
applied. 

The suffering of the blacks is 
always the long-stop escape clause 
for those dragging their feet on this 
vital issue. But the blacks suffer 
every day because of their skin col- 
our: from the humblest gardener to 
the Archbishop of the Province, who 
is not even a citizen of his own coun- 
try merely because of his skin. 

Apartheid is a cancer on the body 
of humanity and needs removing as 
soon as possible for the good of all 
in South Africa: black, white, col- 
oured, asian. “For evil to triumph 
it is only necessary for good men to 
do nothing’’ — so said Edmund 
Burke many years ago. It is still true 
today. 

The Revd Philip Derbyshire, 
St Mary’s Church, Hitcham. 

WE now have to call a halt to the 
large correspondence provoked by 
John Madeley’s article in the June 
DOOR in favour of sanctions 
against South Africa. On balance, 
there were more letters against 
than for sanctions, though we ac- 
cept that this does not necessarily 
reflect the views of our readers. 
However, whatever their views, 
apologies and thanks to all who 
wrote — Editor. 


A. W. FLETCHER 

Natural dry stone walling and repairs 

Painter and Decorator 

TELEPHONE: FREELANDS 

0993 881979 


COULD YOU DO WITH SOME HELP 
LOOKING AFTER SOMEONE WHO’S ILL? 

From time to time everyone can benefit from a little 
support. Even if you’re not a member of BUPA our 
qualified nurses can help. 

RING THIS NUMBER ANYTIME: 

C—J OXFORD (0865) 56624 

★ Day and Night Cover ★ 2 Hourly Visits ★ Residential 
Nurses ★ Free Advice ★ Night Sleeper Service 

BUPA HomeCare Services L 

We promise to care. * 


ELDERLY 

PERSON(S) 

Very comfortable home with residential care 
for elderly couple or single person. With 
beautiful landscape view and garden. 

AVAILABLE NOW 

Tel: Oxford 735414 


************ 


CAREERS 

Have you decided? Has your child decided? 

Professional advice from experienced 
personnel manager, ma, fipm 

1. A c.v. preparation service 

2. Mock interviews 

3. Myers Briggs personality assessment 

4. Careers advice 

Help for adults and children. Whole package £115 

WOOD ASSOCIATES, HENLEY 576142 


* 
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DERWENT VIEW 
NURSING HOME 

PICKERING NOOK, BURNOPFIELD 
Telephone: 71900 
Proprietors: Julie A Nab eel Narox 
We otter: 

★ Accommodation for 30 residents ★ Nurse-call intercoms and 
colour TVs in lounges ★ 24-hour attention by fully qualified staff 
(SRN Nurses & Care Assistants) ★ Excellent food and diet options 

★ Spacious parking ★ Lift ★ 3 lounges ★ 2 conservatories ★ 

Various social activities arranged. 

COME ALONG AND VIEW OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME 


Andrea McGill 

WIG AND TOUPEE CONSULTANT 

Gent's toupees fitted, cut and styled to suit the individual 

Also ladies' and children's wigs 
Over 26 years' experience 
Her work has been seen on television and in 
magazines. 

No need to travel to London for first-class private 
and confidential service. 

Catalogues available for £1.50 

Telephone: (0296) 431679 


w 
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DOUAI SCHOOL 

Upper Woodhampton 
Reading RG7 5TH 

Telephone: 0734-713114 

300 BOYS 11-18 

Day, Boarding and Weekly Boarding 

Most boys are Roman Catholic but other 
Christians are also welcome. 

Assisted place at 1 1 . 

Academic, Music and Art Scholarships at 
13. 

Sixth form scholarships. 

Details and prospectus from the headmaster 


ffrTf)€ DOOR 


is the Church 
Newspaper of the 
Diocese of Oxford. It 
is produced by the 
Diocese in 
Association with 
Oxford Newspapers 
— part of Goodhead 
Publishing and is 
distributed by Church 
Membership to 
1 50,000 readers in 
the three 
archdeaconries of 
Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 

To advertise in this 
newspaper please 
contact: 

Mark Roberts on: 

Oxford 

(0865) 880505 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 
LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


(( Security and safety in a beautiful setting ” 

An increasing number of older people are finding it difficult to manage their own homes, but 
•do not wish to surrender their independence. The concept of Very Sheltered Housing has been 
developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people full independence but also sufficient ser- 
vices to enable them to stay independent for the whole of their lives. 

Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained accommodation with a housekeep- 
ing service on the premises and on call 24 hours per day every day of the year. Individual 
domestic help is provided. 

There is a choice of apartments each with sitting room, kitchen, bathroom and one or two 
bedrooms, together with the use of a common lounge and dining room and other facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting (Leighton Park) and close to shops 
and public transport. 

Further details and a brochure available from: 


Mr L. Klein 
Regional Director 
Retirement Security Ltd 
15 Boult Street 
Reading, RG1 4RD 
Tel: (0734) 503745 




Prices from £98,500 

Supported by 

Nationwide 
Anglia “2!r 



ETIREMENT 

SECURITY LIMITED 
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A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 


A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4Vi 
miles West of Newbury, quietly nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English 
countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the 
elderly has been converted from traditional 19th century granary buildings 
all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest home is owned and personally supervised by Michael 
and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. Cert, who have lived in the Newbury 
area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from 
home environment for our guests whether visiting us on a short term 
basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals 
privacy is always respected. Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 
24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to 
a high standard and each with its own bathroom en suite. All rooms 
have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heat- 
sons Spa Physio Bath. We have set out to achieve a high standard of 
cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 


It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you 
have visited Holtwood and received its warm welcome you will want to 
stay. For further information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 OJH 


Holtwood Rest 
Home 

THIS luxury country 
residence for the retired 
is situated four-and-a- 
half miles from 
Newbury within easy 
reach of junction 1 3 of 
the M4. 

Set in an oustanding 
area of natural beauty, 
Holtwood has been 
converted from tradi- 
tional 19th century 
granary buildings. 

Mary has been nurs- 
ing in the Berkshire area 
for the past 1 5 years, 
working as a nursing 
sister and as a practice 
nurse with special in- 
terest in preventive 
medicine and care of 
the elderly. 


Holtwood's main aim 
is to care for its guests 
in what ever possible 
way, providing a home- 
from-home atmos- 
phere, while at the 
same time respecting 
the individual's privacy. 


Residents are en- 
couraged to be as ac- 
tive as possible 
whether it be as in- 
dividuals or in village 
life. 


Both Michael and 
May believe that it is 
difficult to put CARE in- 
to words and would like 
to take this opportunity 
to invite you to visit 
Holtwood and see for 
yourself the home and 
all its amenities. 


To arrange a visit 
please call Highclere 
0635 254844. 


I 




RETIRE IN A STYLE TO 
WHICH YOU'LL BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED 


GUARDIAN COURT, MIDDLETON ROAD, BANBURYJ 

Luxury Private Retirement Apartments with One and Two Bedrooms. 



NOW AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING 


PRICES FROM £59,500 


Resident Warden 

24 hour emergency alarm system 

Residents’ lounge & guest suite 

Gold Medallion central heating system 

Landscaped grounds with summer house 

Double glazing 

Lift 


SHOW FLATS 
NOW OPEN! 
Friday to Monday 
11am to 4pm 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

JANET BLAY, GUARDIAN HOUSING ASSOCIATION, 

ANCHOR HOUSE, 269A BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD 0X2 7HU 
TELEPHONE: (0865) 311711 



Roy Scott (photo) founded and developed Oxfam’s alternative 
marketing organisation in the 1960’s and 70’s, and now runs One 
Village based in Charlbury, with shops in Woodstock and 
Cheltenham plus a wholesale service. 

Yes, there is an 
alternative trade 


THE alternative marketing 
movement began in Oxfordshire 
in the late 60’s. Alternative 
marketing organisations now ex- 
ist throughout Europe, in north 
America, Australia, Japan, and 
in Third World countries. 

The alternative is in trying to find 
and encourage systems of work and 
trade which actively seek the com- 
mon good, and a better life for all 
people. 

Trade is a main point of exchange 
between people. The way this ex- 
change takes place has a profound 
effect on all the parties involved. It 
is hard for a strong buyer to avoid 
the temptation to manipulate and ex- 
ploit the weak for his own profit. 
This is especially evident in coun- 
tries of the Third World, where 
disorganized producers can suffere 
greatly in their necessity to earn an 
income from sales to the rich. . 

Individual craft producers depend 
on traders who frequently pay well 
below a living wage for the articles 
being bought. The same traders are 
often also money-lenders. The 
inadequately-paid craft producer 
soon slips into an impossible debt 
with the very person causing his 
poverty. An increase in this kind of 
trade can only make matters worse. 

Unorganized workers in 
smallscale workshops and factories 
are very often required to work long 
hours in poor conditions, to try to 
make a very basic income to meet 
the needs of their families. 

Alternative trading organizations 
have tried to encourage community 
organisations such as workers’ co- 


operatives. They have tried to look 
at prices with concern for the well- 
being of the producer, and then to 
cut out any inefficiencies of 
marketing to bring the products 
before consumers at very fair prices. 

The movement has gained some 
popular support, and has been an in- 
fluence also on existing traders so 
that some conditions and relation- 
ships begin to improve. 

Roy Scott 

• Alternative marketing 
organisations active in the 
Diocese of Oxford include: One 
Village The World Shop, Ox- 
ford Street (on the A34) in 
Woodstock. Oxfam, through 
some of its shops, and by mail- 
order from Oxfam, Murdock 
Road, Bicester 0X6 7RF. 

Tearcraft, through local 
representatives in churches and 
by mail-order from 100 Church 
Road, Teddington, Middlesex. 

Traidcraft, through local 
representatives in Churches and 
by mail-order from Traidcraft, 
Kings way, Gateshead NE11 
ONE. 

Kneeler 

IN St Mary’s Church, Woodstock, 
there will now be a year-long 
reminder of One World Week. A 
special One World kneeler has just 
been completed and blessed. 

There will also be an international 
feast at The Town Hall on October 
25 with Brian Platt, Oxfam’s Head 
of Evaluation and Research as the 
speaker. 


The challer 

— Though we are many , we are one bod 
because we all share in one bread . 99 

SO we proclaim the unity of all people, 
the Eucharist and in the presence of oi 
we are together to share one world. 1 
world’s resources, to care for the plan* 
after us. 

For Christians, One World Week is an annu£ 
of this unity. The week always co-incides wit 
October 24, so this year it is October 22-29, 
The theme for this year’s One World Week 
has been borrowed from the Consumers’ 
Malaysia who have used it as a slogan in the 
rights. 

Says Pat Gerrard, of the One World Week p 

Value 


VALUE FOR PEOPLE, valuing people 
in and for themselves, is at the heart of the 
Christian message, and is surely implied 
in Jesus’s command that “You must love 
your neighbour as yourself.” 

By and large in our society we aren’t 
very good at celebrating the intrinsic worth 
of everyone. We tend to value and respect 
the academically-gifted, the rich and the 
powerful, and even in the Church it’s those 
who earn our respect, often who do a great 
deal, who are thought to be worthy 
Christians. 

The picture we receive from the Bible 
is very different. Human beings are made 
in the image of God, and everyone, 
however seemingly-insignificant is of value 
to, and loved by, God. The parables of the 
Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin make this 
clear to us, and that strange parable of the 


People cabaret 

SEVERAL denominations of chur- 
ches in Caversham are planning an 
ecumenical service on Sunday, Oc- 
tober 22, 6.30pm at Caversham 
Heights Methodist Church, Wood- 
cote Road, Caversham, and also a 
‘Value for People Cabaret’ evening 
on Wednesday, October 25, at 
Mapledurham Pavilion, Upper 
Woodcote Road, Caversham 
Heights at 8pm. 

The Cabaret will take the form of 
several local groups performing dif- 
ferent acts on the ‘Value for People’ 
theme. Considerable audience par- 
ticipation is expected. Further details 
from John Madeley, 0734 476063. 



All your dancewear 
needs from Barre to 
Centre Stage . 

All dancewear 
requirements for 
children and adults. 

Skating and 
Gymnastic Leotards 
available. 

7a East St Helen’s 
Street, Abingdon. 
Tel: (0235) 554060 


< ^P^ > PREGNANT PAUSE 

Quality goods for sale and hire, new maternity 
dresses from £18. 

To hire, maternity wear for that special occasion. 

From just £7.00 daily. 

Most baby equipment available, at very 
reasonable prices, or hire from a range of car 
seats, travel cots, push chairs, play pens, from 
only £1 per day. 

Please come to look , you are under no 
obligation to buy. 

Telephone Fran on 

Bicester 246653 

23 Hemingway Drive , Bicester 
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i all eng e of One World Week 


, we are one body , " — • 

i one bread. 99 

lity of all people, at the highest point in 
he presence of our Lord. In this world 
ire one world. Together, to share the 
rare for the planet for those who come 

•Id Week is an annual celebration of the reality 
ways co-incides with United Nations Day on 
it is October 22-29. 

’s One World Week is ‘Value for People’. It 
i the Consumers’ Association of Penange, 
t as a slogan in their campaign for citizens’ 

One World Week programme staff: “Twenty 


.before such concerns were fashionable here, they were already 
pointing om dangers of the kind of ‘development’ which uses up 
vast amounts of naiur«» — «o lirces to produce thing s of little practical 
value leaving the majority of the y — even worse 0 ff. Their wisdom 
prompts us to ask what is real value for peop*v> whgt might the world 
look like if we respected the planet and promoted justice iw «u oeople?” 

One World Week is a development education programme of the ▼ vww 
Development Movement, promoted by mainstream British Churches 
including the Church of England. This year, 1989 marks the twelfth 
celebration of the Week in the United Kingdom. 

Last October, thousands of imaginative events were organised by 
church and community groups all over Britain. It is hoped, however, 
that this year’s One World Week will be the most successful ever, as 
groups take their exploration of the theme to a deeper level and grap- 
ple with some tough and challenging issues. 

„ But the Week is also about hope, celebration, and finding practical 
action that each one of us can take to make our one world a better place. 


lue for people 
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Workers in the Vineyard in Matthew 20 
seems to be saying that God’s love is totally 
undiscriminating. 

One World Week this year invites us 
especially to value those who are usually 
devalued and regarded as worthless. 

People like Maria Cristina Gomez, a 
Baptist Deacon and teacher in El Salvador, 
who over a number of years worked for 
the rights of women in a culture where 
women are particularly oppressed. 

In April this year, Maria Cristina was 
taken from her school, tortured and kill- 
ed. In El Salvador very little value is ac- 
corded by the powerful to those who work 
towards bringing the Kingdom of Good 
News to the poor. 


Valuing the life of Maria Cristina 
Gomez, and appreciating the sheer bravery 
and resilience of those who daily face the 
possibility of such terror, may mean look- 
ing at some unpleasant and challenging 
situations, but I do believe that we will also 
find ourselves inspired and enriched. 

Valuing our worldwide neighbour may 
thus be a part of loving ourselves, which 
is also an aspect of Jesus’s Commandment. 

One World Week is a time for celebra- 
tion, as we share in valuing people as we 
are all valued in God’s Kingdom. 

Helen Stanton 
Helen is Area Secretary for Christian Aid 
in Berkshire , Buckinghamshire and Ox- 
fordshire. 
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Resources for One World Week 


FOR One World Week ideas in general, and also 
for worship material. 

Both the One World Week Study Action Guide and 
the Christian Aid Autumn Anthology, Till All Crea- 
tion Sings, are available from the 1 % Working Party 
for World Development, Diocesan Church House. 

Available from the same source is the extensive 1 % 
Study Pack, containing a range of material on world 
development, including items easily usable for House 
Groups etc. Members of the working party are happy 
to discuss ideas with you, so please write to the Group 
at Diocesan Church House and someone will contact 
you. 

Other useful addresses: Christian Aid (Area Office), 42 
Hythe Bridge Street. Oxford OXI 2EP (0865 251222). Chris- 
tian Ecology Group, 1 15 Hawthorn Road. Kettering. Northants 
NN15 7HU. Development Education Centre, Methodist 


Church. Buckingham Street, Aylesbury (02% 23647). Friends 
of the Earth, 26 Underwood Street, London N1 7JQ (01 490 
1555). Intermediate Technology Development Group, Myson 
House, Railway Terrace, Rugby CV21 3HT (0788 60631). New 
Consumer, a movement and magazine about more socially 
responsible and environmentally sound economic acivity. 52 
Elswick Road, Newcastle upon Tyne NE4 6JH (091 272 1 148). 
One World Week, PO Box 100, London SE1 (620 4444). Ox- 
fam, 274 Banbury Rd, Oxford OX2 7DZ (0865 56777). Ox- 
ford Dev Ed Centre, E. Oxford Community Centre, Princes 
Street. Oxford OX4 1DD (0865 790490). Reading Int Sup- 
port Centre (RISC), 103 London Road, Reading (0734 
586692) United Nations Association (UNA), 3 Whitehall 
Court, London SW1 A 2EL (01 930 2931). World Dev Ed Cen- 
tre, Block A, Bridgewater Hall, Stantonbury Campus, Milton 
Keynes MK14 6BN (0608 310951). World Development Move- 
ment (WDM), Bedford Chambers, Covent Garden, London 
WC2E 8HA (01 836 3672). Worldwide Fund for Nature 
(WWF), Cateshall Lane, Goldaiming GU7 IXR (0483 426444). 



African link 

THE Abbey at Dorchester establish- 
ed a link with Mwembeshi, a settle- 
ment village in Zambia. 

Mwembeshi, like Dorchester, is 
in a farming area and provides 
smallholdings for graduates from the 
nearby Makeni Ecumenical Centre’s 
agricultural school who have no land 
of their own. 

The village has a small 
dilapidiated church which serves 
three congregations — the villagers, 
inmates from a nearby prison and 
soldiers from a paramilitary camp. 
The link was built upon existing con- 
nections between three families in 
Dorchester and Zambia, which 
means that items such as essential 
medicines can sometimes be 
delivered personally. 

When the church was recently 
robbed, Dorchester sent £200 to 
replace stolen equipment. 


Street theatre 

AYLESBURY One World Co- 
ordinating Group is planning a street 
theatre event aimed at com- 
municating to sb ppers the message 
that there are people behind the pro- 
ducts they buy. 

They have also produced Value 
for People workshop suitable for all 
age groups. 

It doesn’t have to be used only in 
One World Week. Copies are 
available for 50p from: Care Inter- 
national, Forest Road, London E17 
3DZ. 

Paper round 

NO One World Week project is too 
small. Brill began a newspaper col- 
lection last year and the money goes 
towards third world projects. 


Always for God 

Mm * 

SL' 



“You’re serving God when you’re working on your fields, 
or teaching, or going about any part of your daily life,” says 
Bishop Gresford Chitemo of Tanzania’s Morogoro diocese. 

Abingdon's contribution 


THERE are plans in Abingdon for 
a variety of events on October 27 
and 28 as a contribution to One 
World Week. One aim is to draw at- 
tention to the examples of co- 
operation and service to others 
which already go on quietly in the 
heart of the community. 

There will be an exhibition of the 
work of involved groups and 
organisations, supported by films, 
slides and video and also par- 
ticipatory workshops and lectures. 


as well as a chance to observe or 
sample various complementary 
therapies. 

There will be music, drama and 
dancing, with refreshments available 
of an international flavour. The focal 
point will be a performance by local 
schoolchildren of the cantata ‘Along 
came Man ’ — a commentary on the 
themes of conservation and peace — 
composed by local musician Lyn 
Marsh. 








ALLAN WARDLE MBHI 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair, including dial and case 

repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase 

(Grandfather) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 
Collection and Delivery available 

Ickford (08447) 445 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP 18 9HY 




VOLVO 

Buying a car from Thomas 
of Aylesbury is only the 
beginning of what we hope 
will be a long and happy 
relationship with our 
customers. Our service 
facilities offer a complete 
range of services and 
repairs that you may require 
during the long life of your 
Volvo. 



NEW AND USED 
V0LV0S ALWAYS IN 

STOCK 

Please contact: 
Tegwyn Thomas 


THOMAS OF AYLESBURY 

79-85 TRING ROAD, AYLESBURY 
TEL: (0296) 88899 


CLIVE 

WAYLAND 

ASSOCIATES 

Chartered Surveyors 



Sweda House, 24-30 New Street, Aylesbury, 
Bucks HP20 2NA 

Tel: (0296) 26032 Fax: (0296) 23565 Telex: 83430 

For friendly advice and professional service on: 

Structural surveys RICS House Buyers Reports Estimating 
Quantity Surveying Design Services Insurance Claims 

Building Disputes Planning Applications 
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HOLY LAND 1990 

The Reverend Peter 
Smith will be leading a 
pilgrimage to Israel 
from May 10th to 21st 
next year. It will be 
organised by McCabe 
Travel, and the total 
cost will be £755. 
Anyone interested in 
having details of this 
should ring: 
06284 2743, or write 
to 7 Bisham Court, 
Bisham, Marlow, Bucks 
SL7 1SD 


VffiSSSs. 


In delightful country 
surroundings, 5 mins walk to 
all amenities 
2, 3 and 4-bedrooms 
£85,500 to £270,000 
various designs and plot sizes 

CURZON HOMES 

Curzon Park, 
Chippenham Road, Caine 
Tel: (0249) 812581 

Show Homes and Sales Office 
Open Daily 
A4/M4 Junction 1 7 


SOUVENIR 

SPOONS 

To celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of St. Paul's 
Church, Wokingham. 

£2.50 each to include 
p&p 

(S for £12) 

Cheques payable to: 

St Paul's Church, 
Wokingham, 
c/o Mrs M. Townsend, 
20 Blagrove Lane 
Wokingham, Berks RG11 
4BA 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
★ MoT TESTING STATION 
Quality and Reliability at 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


INTER-COUNTRY NURSING SERVICES 
Slough 0753 662298 
Beaconsfield (0494) 677118 


Nurses of all grades for . . . 

• HOME CARE 

• HOSPITAL 

• INDUSTRY 

• NURSING HOME 

EXCELLENT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

90 High St, Burnham, Bucks SL1 7JZ 
Telephone: (0268) 665271 

Licensed by Local Authorities and Department of Employment 



Count on us to care 


. dav and niaht 


THE NEWMAN MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, 
etc. Candles, Communion Wine, Altar 
Breads, Church Stationery. 


MRS 


MANOR ROOFING 
SERVICES 

Tiling, Slating and Re-roofing works. 
Traditional Roofing also undertaken 
FREE QUOTATIONS 

Tel: Swindon 541145 (24hr) 

4 Colingsmead, Eldene, Swindon SN3 3TH 


CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

VOICE TRIALS will be held on Saturday, 14th 
October for boys between seven and nine to sing in 
the Cathedral Choir. Choristers receive boarding 
preparatory education at the Cathedral School with 
a scholarship of E2130-E2244 per annurfl. 
Please write to: 

The Headmaster, Christ Church Cathedral School 
3 Brewer Street, OXFORD 0X1 1QW ' 

Tel: Oxford 242561 


Discover yourself with an 

EQUINOX 

Horoscope 


Interpreted by leading consultant astrologer Robert Currey, your 
Equinox Horoscope gives you a revealing insight into your life 
and potential. 

Unlock the secrets contained in your Character Portrait to discover who you really 
are. If you have children, the Child Profile is a horoscope for babies and children up 
C^.-to 14 years of age. It gives a valuable insight into your child's developing 
personality and prospects. 

When it comes to your love life, the Compatibility Profile explores the potential for 
a loving relationship between you and your partner, it helps you to understand and 
improve the quality of a close union by comparing both individual horoscopes. 

All horoscopes are presented in attractive covers. 

Starscope offers Equinox Horoscopes starting from just £9.00 
For your order form (send no money), 
cut out the coupon and send to: 



STARSCOPE, 

24 Meredith Drive, 
Aylesbury, Bucks 
HP19 3NJ. 

Tel: 0296 29921 


BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 
I NAME 


ADDRESS 


DOOR 


GENERAL SYNOD 


About reconciliation 


“A SYNOD for Archdeacons,” 
said someone gloomily to me as 
we scanned the agenda before 
setting out for York. So it was, 
I discovered, as I sat at supper 
the first evening. The one per- 
son at the table to speak with en- 
thusiasm about the forthcoming 
debates was indeed an arr>* 
deacon from a soi»o*ci n diocese 
with a historic cathedral. 

He was waxing eloquent 
about the one debate that Oxford 
representatives had earmarked 
to miss: the draft Care of 
Cathedrals measure. He was 
pretty excited about the draft 
Care of Churches measure too. 
I never heard what he thought of 
the draft Religious Communities 
(Lay Representatives) Rules. 

Fortunately, there were sub- 
jects other than finance and 
legislation to interest us. 

The use of language changes 
as time goes on. The Liturgical 
Commission was set up to bring 
forward new forms of service, 
“reflecting new understandings 
and new needs.” Already the 
ASB is seen as dated by many 
in its use of language which does 
not clearly include women, eg: 
“For us men and for our salva- 
tion.” The Commission have 
produced a report, “Making 
Women Visible”, which sug- 
gests alternatives 

We had a very lively debate, 
with a small but vocal minority 
wishing to keep things as they 


are. There are already many 
churches making their own 
changes in the relevant passages, 
and so Synod voted by a large 
majority to receive the report. 

A rather lifeless debate to^ 
place on the 1 °* 
Evans* 1 '® 1 * 1 (1990-2000), not 
because Synod was uninterested, 
but because there was unusual 
accord on all sides. Together 
with all the Anglican Provinces, 
we are called to work in co- 
operation with other Christians 
to make the last ten years of the 
century a decade of evangelism. 

Industrial Mission might be 
regarded as the Cinderella of the 
church, operating as it does in 
the industrial and commerical 
world and rarely being invited 
to the Ball. A Synod debate is 
not exactly a ball, but at least for 
once the spotlight was on the 
valuable work that ensures that 
the Church is involved and in- 
formed about economic issues. 

We heard about chaplains 
working with the unemployed 
on Tyneside, with the bereaved 
at Heathrow after plane crashes, 
and grappling with issues of 
wealth dstribution everywhere. 
We agreed that particular notice 
should be taken of the role of the 
City of London and invited 
every diocese to develop In- 
dustrial Mission. 

On the last day, the time table 
was curtailed because of the 
threatened train strike but — we 
managed a short but conclusive 


debate on the new ecumenical 
proposals which stemmed in 
part from the Swan' 

Declaration. B> 
we )*| to commit the 
oiiurcnof England to the Inter- 
Church Process. While short on 
enthusiasm for the actual struc- 
tures, we welcomed a move to 
work with the Roman Catholic 
and Black-led churches in a 
replacement for the British 
Council of Churches. 

I cannot end this account with- 
out telling of the visit of Arch- 
bishop Robin Eames, Anglican 
Primate of All Ireland. In speak- 
ing of the situation in his Pro- 
vince, he particularly thanked us 
for the prayers that are said 
week after week in our chur- 
ches. He asked us to continue to 
give that support as his church 
attempts to bridge the denomina- 
tional divide. He was given a 
long, standing ovation. 

The Press may remember this 
synod for a statement on the 
Mappa Mundi, the resignation 
of the chairman of the business 
sub-committee and the Arch- 
bishop’s sermon which might 
have been about Muslim fun- 
damentalists but probably was 
not. 

I shall remember it for the 
story of the churches that are 
trying to work for reconciliation 
against a background of violence 
and grief. 

Hilary Unwin 
Mrs Unwin is Training Officer 
for the Amersham Deanery. 


The forgotten children 


GOD is the world. Why don’t we join him. 

This was the clarion call for church members — 
to open our eyes and hearts to see what was hap- 
pening in our apparendy-affluent world. The June 
Diocesan Synod, in a major presentation in- 
troduced by Rosemary Gill, was forcefully 
reminded of the facts, the feelings and the 
challenges lying behind such terms as 
‘homelessness’, ‘rooflessness’ and ‘housing 
crisis’. 

With 116,000 families in England officially 
recognized as homeless, there is need for clear 
perception and forthright action. The Ven John 
Bone, as chairman of the Board for Social 
Responsibility which was working on the issue 
for the diocese, drew attention to the conclusion 
of the ‘Faith in the City’ report which stated that 
“the Church has been less visible in recent years 
in its agitation for reform.” It was as long ago 
as 1933 that the then Archbishop of Canterbury 
called for decent housing for all. 

‘Housing and Homelessness’ was finally 
debated in 1983. The emerging statement was 
stark and potent: “The poor have a right to a 
home which is not dependent on their ability to 
pay.” 

On this and other related issues, such as care 
for the environemnt, the tide of public conscience 
is turning. The Bible is quite clear in its teaching 
on making material and financial provision for 
the poor. It now remains for the Church to 


demonstrate our own commitment if we are to 
speak to the nation with any degree of integrity 
and authenticity. 

The signals given, however, often point in the 
very opposite direction. The question was rais- 
ed as to whether our own Diocese is entirely 
market-dominated in its policy on houses and it 
was felt that we urgently need our policies and 
strategies to reflect clearly our deep concern for 
the homeless and the poor. 

We need to find ways to support more effec- 
tively those working in the field, to evolve prac- 
tical projects in our own localities, and to discover 
for ourselves answers to the questions, “Why do 
people become homeless?” “What can they do 
when they are homeless?” and “What can my 
local parish do now?” 

What is necessary now is not charity, but 
justice. Each homeless person is, as Mrs Gill 
reminded Synod, a person for whom Jesus died. 
The cardboard-box dwellers, the people in 

squalid, soul-less B&B hotels, the exiles from 
child-abused homes, the recently, and often 
prematurely discharged patients from mental 
hospitals, and the inevitable casualties of our 
economic system — these are the forgotten 
children of God. 

Synod was forcefully reminded that we can- 
not afford to forget them any longer. 

Philip Roderick 


Mrs Rodger: 
a farewell 
tribute 

««ci Menzies 
;er, born on February 8 
1920, died suddenly of a heart 
attack on August 2 of this 
year. 

In the Diocese, we knew 
Margaret for eight years while her 
husband Patrick was Bishop of 
Oxford. They came from Man- 
chester where he had also been 
Bishop; before that they had been 
in Edinburgh, Geneva, London 
and a rural parish in Scotland. 
They came with two sons in their 
late teens — Jock and Andrew. 

In 1986, they retired and mov- 
ed back to Edinburgh. Amidst the 
shock and sorrow, Patrick must be 
glad to think that they have had 
three years back in the beloved 
home city. By the time they left 
here, both sons had married, Jock 
had started producing grandsons 
and Andrew had died — tragically 
killed in a far away car crash in 
Africa. 

As I look hack, it is her face that 
sticks most in my mind — a face 
that wrinkled into a lovely 
welcoming smile, full of kindness 
and cheerfulness. She had a 
hugely -generous nature, a gentle 
courtesy, a shrewd common sense, 
a friendly and approachable man- 
ner, a dislike of pomposity and 
pretention, and a great love of 
all the gentle and beautiful things: 
of creation. I shall never forget her 
asking me to give her a rusty old 
dustbin lid for a birthday present 
— which she used to ensure her 
garden birds always had water to 
drink. 

Always a support 

She was a great support to 
Patrick through her calm efficien- 
cy and her quiet common sense. 
She gave a lot to the Diocese in her 
own right too: at St Andrew’s 
(their local church), at the 
Cathedral, via the Mothers’ 
Union, and all the times she ac- 
companied Patrick up and down 
the Diocese — always with that 
same lovely smile. 

The years in Oxford were not all 
roses. The first year was made ex- 
tra difficult by housing problems; 
it took ages to find the right house 
in Linton Road, and the tem- 
porary one was not ideal. 

Then there were three particular 
moments of personal crisis — 
when she was ill, when Andrew 
died, and at the time when Private 
Eye published a very unkind 
article about them. She faced them 
all with great courage. 

Her funeral in Edinburgh was 
marvellous, and largely planned 
by herself; at the little 
crematorium chapel afterwards, a 
large, colourful tapestry, full of 
butterflies, birds and plants, seem- 
ed to sum it all up. I know that 
there are many of us from this 
Diocese who remember her with 
great love and respect, and who 
will keep Patrick and Jock in our 
prayers. 

Jonathan Meyrick 

The Revd Jonathan Meyrick was 
Bishop Patrick’s Chaplain from 
October 1978 - October 1981. 


St Anne’s Residential Home 

Clifton, Deddington, Oxon 



‘Qualified caring for those you care about ’ 


Is now opening its new purpose built wing that sets a new 
high standard in luxury residential care. To view or receive 
a brochure. 

Tel: Deddington (0869) 38295 or 38902, 24 hours 



HOLM OAK 
Residential Home 
262 Iffley Road, Oxford OX4 1SE 

★ 24 hour care 

★ Lift 

★ Communion every month 

★ Convenient for churches 

★ Long or short term stay 

★ Single and shared rooms 

OXFORD (0865) 241835 


THE DUNCAN 99 SET 

THREE ITEMS FOR THE PRICE OF OME: Cassock - Surplice - 
Prayer or Reader Scarf 

A DOUBLE BREASTED CASSOCK IH TEBYLEHE A BARATHEA 
DUALITY MIXTURE FABRIC. 

SUITABLE FOR LADIES AMD GEMTLEMEH 

With 3 stitched-in pleats that stay in place when the 
cassock is washed. Two generous pockets with 
pocket slots and plenty of flowing room for style and 
speed. Fastened with 4 buttons which can be moved 
for a better fit. And most important, it is fully washable 
and drip dry. 

A FULL CATHEDRAL SURPLICE. In any length or size 
with either Gothic or Straight sleeves. Made in a lovely 
pure white polyester/cotton poplin. 

A PRAYER OR READER SCARF. Made in the style of 
a plain stole shaped at the neck for tidy, ccfrnfortable 
wearing. 

THIS SET OF 3 ITEMS COSTS ONLY £99 - Plus £3 for P&P. 

If you would rather have a 39 button cassock instead just add £12 to the total 
cost. No further discounts can be given off this special set price. 

DUNCAN VESTMANTS LTD 

27 High Street, Ironbridge, Telford, Shropshire TF8 7AD. 



Funeral Directors 


H. C. Grimstead Ltd emmwi 

Amersham 


Harefield 

(0494) 726130 

Mr, mm m sum tmmtci 

0895 822297 

Eastcote 

Beaconsfield 

Ruislip 

01-866 0688 

(0494) 672668 

(0895) 632553 


TILBURY HOUSE 


Gerrards Cross 

SHEPHERDS LANE 

West Drayton 

(0753) 882644 

BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS 

(0895) 442032 
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A new Spectrum for youth 



Cardinal Basil Hume with Oxford Diocesan Youth Adviser 
Annette Nixon at Baptist Church House in London. 


THREE years of discussion, 
writing, pilot-testing and editing 
came to an end at the recent 
launch of “Spectrum” in 
London. 

Spectrum is the new Inter- 
Church Youth work training 
course for voluntary church 
youth workers. Representatives 
of eight denominations 
(Anglicans, Roman Catholics, 
Methodists, Quakers, Baptists, 
Salvationists, United Reformed, 
and New Testament Church of 


God) have taken a full part in the 
production of the new course. 

Annette Nixon, the Oxford 
Diocesan Youth Adviser, has 
been involved in the production 
of Spectrum from the beginning, 
and is the editor of the material. 
She was present at the launch of 
the package at Baptist Church 
House, together with represen- 
tatives from the other seven 
denominations. 

The Salvation Army Band 
provided a musical background 


This was Whitchurch, and for 
150 young people aged 12 to 16, 
this was something very dif- 
ferent, very special and ex- 
tremely yellow — Yellow 
Braces ’89! 

Five years ago, a youth 
festival was started — providing 
for young people from the local 


and Cardinal Basil Hume, who 
was the chief guest and speaker, 
pointed out, “You have pre- 
Swanwicked the church 
leaders” (a Reference to the im- 
portant conference at Swanwick 
which initiated the new Inter- 
Church process) “You have 
done what we believe is the right 
thing in our day — to do the 
things which we can do to- 
gether”. 

Annette, sitting on the plat- 
form with the Cardinal, explain- 


archdeaconry enjoyment with 
Christian fellowship while help- 
ing them to come closer to God. 
The following year it was decid- 
ed to open the event to the whole 
Diocese, and thus it has re- 
mained. 

I think that that explains 
everything — except the strange 
choice of name, which was sug- 
gested as an alternative method 
of keeping trousers up, to 
another Christian festival useful 
for that purpose! Think about it 
.* 

Much of the time at Yellow 
Braces is spent at workshops and 
within village groups. This 
year’s workshop offered the 
chance to explore a large selec- 
tion of activities ranging from 
mask making to meditation. 

The village groups gave peo- 
ple a chance to meet and became 
the social centres. It was within 
these groups that many new 
friendships were formed so that 
the weekend theme of 
“Altogether Now” developed 
into a happy reality. 

Without doubt, the two high 
points of the festival were the 
Saturday night concert and the 
final Communion on Sunday. 
The concert was a brilliant 
cocktail of various talents and a 
stunning second-half perfor- 
mance from a Christian band 
called “Original Delivery”, 
who literally had everybody 
rocking in the aisles. Bishop 
Simon of Buckingham came to 
administer Communion and 
after an exuberant service 
everybody really did feel ready 
to “go out with joy”. 

Andrew Crick 

♦After considerable thought the 
Editor thinks the answer could 
be “Greenbelt”. Please don’t 
send any other suggestions on a 
postcard to her. Write to 
Andrew! 


ed what this basic course 
involves. For the youth leader 
wishing to take part in the 
course, it involves joining with 
other youth leaders from near- 
by churches to form a small 
group of between six and 12 
members. Each group will have 
a tutor and will meet every two 
or three weeks to work through 
(probably) eight of the 12 two- 
hour sessions provided in the 
course. 

As far as possible it is hoped 
that groups will be ecumenical. 
The course covers topics such as 
Human Growth and Develop- 
ment; Leadership; Groups; 
Communications; Aims and Ob- 
jectives; Planning; Pastoral Care 
and Faith and Spirituality. 

The next stage of the project, 
of course, is to encourage youth 
leaders across the country and 
across the denominations, to 
take part in the training offered 
in Spectrum. In the Diocese of 
Oxford plans are already being 
made, though it is never as 
straight forward planning 
ecumenically as for one 
denomination, mainly because 
boundaries are quite different — 
eg three Roman Catholic 
dioceses meet in our one 


Anglican Diocese — and there 
are, therefore, a large number 
of different area youth officers 
to make contact with. However, 
it is hoped to offer courses in 
most parts of the Diocese by the 
end of 1989, and clergy 
throughout the Diocese have 
already had some information 


about this. 

Anyone who is interested in 
hearing more about Spectrum 
and/or in taking part in the train- 
ing, please contact Annette Nix- 
on at Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford. Telephone: 
0865 244566 or 0734 669116 
(home). 


A bracing occasion 


AS the sun descended from its 
zenith and cast bold shadows 
across all it touched and warm- 
ed, there was an air of expectan- 
cy. The whole, of creation 
seemed to know that it was Fri- 
day but a Friday unlike any 
other. 


For this was Friday, July 14. 



“All together now” was the theme of this Yellow Braces 
banner-making workshop run by Andrew Hazelden from 
Aldermaston (above, right). While below, members of the 
workshops display their completed banners. 



DOG COLLAR 


Ode to yesterday's eccentrics 


HAVE you read Derwas Chitty’s great book, The 
Desert a City? It’s an encyclopaedic account of the 
desert saints of the Middle East, their lives, their 
lavras . . . their eccentricities. 

Nor was Derwas himself a stranger to the oddities 
of clerical behaviour. I remember once he turned 
over this ancient car when coming to preach at my 
father’s parish a few miles from Oswestry. He climb- 
ed out unhurt, pushed the car over onto its wheels 
. . . and realised on arriving back on Oswestry that 
the manoeuvre had pointed him in the wrong 
direction! 

Transport brought out the worst (or the best) in 
the Chitties. His brother John was noted for going 
to sleep while riding his bike. He fell into a hedge, 
had a good night’s sleep in the hedge, and rode on 
the next morning. 

When John Chitty was ordained in the fifties, he 
decided that a donkey was the proper mode of 
transport for an assistant curate, and bought two 
animals called Megan and Myfanwy. People were 
for ever ringing the vicarage to complain that while 
Dr Chitty was out visiting, his donkey had eaten 
water lilies, prize begonias, tomato plants or 
whatever. Megan and Myfanwy were each equally 
undiscriminating. 

The Chitties belonged, of course, to a golden era 
when such men could find their spiritual home 
among the ranks of the clergy. Nor were they uni- 
que. Remember “Run out of dog collars’’ — the 
classic excuse for missing an important meeting? 
None of my colleagues would tender it now: “Six 
weeks on Monday?’’ (consults diary) . . . “pity, I’ve 


got a funeral’’. 

Nor do I now know a single parson who takes priclfe 
in making his own communion wine. (“And what 
did you think of the service?’’ “Very nice vicar, en- 
joyed every minute of it.” There was always that 
momentary hesitation before he asked, “And what 
did you think of the wine?”) It’s sad. Clergy these 
days are boringly professional — the outcome I 
suspect of Sheffield or more likely the ASB. 

I recall with affection the first fine furious response 
to the experimental services — “Hath this child been 
already experimentally baptized or not?” 

The great parsons of yesteryear were different, 
heirs to a noble tradition of unpredictable behaviour. 
I remember one wonderful vicarage garden where 
the grass really was as high as an elephant’s eye, 
and the vicar hanging out of a bedroom window to 
guide the bishop to the haven of the front door — 
“Forage a little to the right, my lord”. 

Monster parsonages were an important ingredient 
— whole floors given to model trains, rooms stock- 
ed with rubbish preserved for the next jumble sale. 
There’s hardly room to swing a motheaten tiger skin 
in the vicarages of today. 

And there was such confidence in the old days. 
What priest today would know how to disperse a 
crowd gawping at a road accident in a busy high 
street? I can bear witness. I saw it happen. All he 
said was: “Let us pray”. 

Richard Hughes is Rector of St Mary ’ s , Whitchurcty 
on Thames. 

Richard Hughes 



The Mini. Deceptively spacious, practical yet 
stylish, economical yet expertly designed. 
Rather like Federated’s one, two and three 
bedroom homes at Manor Fields, Banbury. 

Visit this superb development now and 
you can enter our competition for a gleaming 
new Mini. 


YOU NEVER FORGET 
YOUR FIRST MINI 


(AND HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO WIN IT) 

Show Complex open every day 10am to 5pm. 

(Closed one hour for lunch.) Tfel: (0295) 271620. 

Or details available from Federated Freefone on 
0800 282318. 

Car supplied by Hartwells of Banbury Limited. 


When you come along, we’ll give you an 
entry form and tell you about the rules. 

Prices begin from just £51,450 -and 
you can buy through our Shared Ownership 
Scheme, or normal mortgage arrangements. 

So you’ll have plenty of money left for 
petrol to take you wherever you want to go. 


FEDERATED 
HOMES nF 
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QUESTION OF CARING 


Old People’s Home Next 

- AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH. If you, or an elderly 
relative, are unhappy at the seemingly unavoidable prospect 
of leaving one's own home to take up residence in an Old 
People's Home — Then contact Able Agency — for details 
of their highly successful "Continuous Housekeeping 
Scheme". Most people, including the elderly are happiest 
in their own homes. 

ABLE AGENCY 

TEL: NORWICH (0603) 666264 

(Employment Agencies Licence No.) SE(A) 4807, write to: 

Suite 3. Front Sackville Place, 4/48 Magdalen Street, 
Norwich NR3 1JE. 


SMILEY'S /7 7\ 

NANNY AGENCY ( V ) 

NANNYS AND VT7 
MOTHER'S HELPS 

AND AU/PAIRS 

AVAILABLE AND REQUIRED 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
OPERATED BY EXPERIENCED N.N.E.Bs 
4 Montpelier Drive 14 Guildlord Road 

Caversltam Bagstiot 

Reading Surrey 

Bern. GUI 9 5JH 

Tel: (0734) 461441 Tel: (0276) 72837 

SERVICE WITH A SMILE 



Long/short stay accommodation and Day Care 
facilities are available , with superb food and 
special diets prepared by our excellent chef 

For further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis, SRN, Q1DN 

Halings Lane , Denham 
Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


Pennant 

^Manor Nursing Home 


OAKEN ^HOET 


For the discerning retired 

R etirement can be a time for problems and worries about the 
future. It can also be a time for deciding which 
>f the pleasures of life one is going to have to forego to over- 
come these concerns. 

Should it be sheltered accommodation which allows for in- 




O aken Holt House, formerly the country seat of 
Lord Abingdon, is set in its own beautifuly maintained 
grounds of 23 acres, close to the historic City of Oxford and 
commands glorious views across the Thames Valley. 

The splendid accommodation now offers a choice of invidual en 
suite rooms, apartments of varying sizes. 

The comfort and setting rivals that of any top class hotel — with 
its library, garden room, lift, lounge and restaurant and bar where 
friends and relatives are also welcome to enjoy a meal or drink. 

All the day-to-day problems can be forgotten at Oakenholt. There 
is always someone on-hand to help — even nursing care can be pro- 
vided if ever required. 

Terms include all meais, 
cleaning, rates, heating, 
maintenance, gardening etc, 
i.e. all the normal costs of 
living plus 24 hour resident 
emergency care. 


dependence, but does not come to terms with the day-to-day pro- 
blems which can arise, of cooking, cleaning or any regular care? 

Or should it be a conventional nursing or ‘Old Folks Home’ — 
no problems of day-to-day living, but usually seen as the last resort? 

Now it can be OAKENHOLT where the quality of life will im- 
prove with 


WHY NOT CONTACT US FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE 
TELEPHONE: OXFORD (0865) 863710 

or Liz Allen our resident secretary on Oxford 864370 
Oakenholt Care Ltd, Oakenholt House 
Eynsham Road, Farmoor, Oxon OX2 9NL 



OXFORDSHIRE MARRIAGE 
GUIDANCE PROVIDES: 


ix Confidential counselling in personal relationships 
includings sexual problems 

★ Sex therapy 

★ Groups for divorced/separated people 

★ Training for other professionals 


★ Educational work with schools and adult groups 

TELEPHONE: OXFORD 242960 





Residential Living For The Elderly 
Bodicote, Banbury OX15 4DW 
TELEPHONE: 0295 266224 


Situated in the centre of attractive Bodicote Village, IV 2 miles from Ban- 
bury Cross, Fairholme House has built an enviable reputation for comfort 
and care for 19 residents. A 4 single bedroomed extension with passenger 
lift will be opening in September and bookings are now being taken. Our 
aim is to combine security and care with gracious living. 

★ 24 hour care staff on duty 

★ Modern call system; full fire protection; stair lift 

★ Most rooms with en-suite facilities 
A Double rooms suitable for couples 

A Two lounges with television, piano etc 

★ Outings and in-house entertainment arranged regularly for 
those who wish to take advantage of them 

★ Good fresh home cooking; special diets catered for 

★ Short stay holiday/convalescence available 

For brochure and further details please contact Ross Greig 
direct or telephone for a date to view 


THE NEWBURY DALECME 

STOCKCROSS, NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE 
Telephone BOXFORD (0488) 38632 

The Nursing Home with the Country Hotel atmosphere Associated 

Nursing Services pic, one of the major providers of health care for 
the elderly in the UK offer at the NEWBURY DALECARE nursing 
home in Stockcross 

• High standard of individually orientated Nursing Care in the most modern and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• Medical cover provided by the local GP and services of a physiotherapist, 
chiropodist, and hairdressers are all readily available. 

• We provide a varied menu and all dietry needs can be catered for. 

• Most rooms are single but we do have some rooms available for sharing. All 
rooms are decorated to hotel standards and are linked to a nurse call system, 
have TV points and en-suite facilities. 

• We appreciate that our home becomes the patient's home so we provide am- 
ple space in the bedrooms for the individuals to introduce their personal 
possessions. 

• Day Care Facilities available, full details on request. 

• Visitors are always welcome and are not restricted to any times. 

• Should you require: A convalescent stay, post hospital discharge or just to 
provide a break for the people who look after you all year round, or a long 
term stay, contact Alan Boyd (Manager). 


I would like to receive information about the Newbury Daleclare 

Name 

Address 


To The Manager 

The Newbury Daleclare. Stockcross, Newbury. Berks 
Tel: Boxford (0488 38) 632 


When you need it most 


— cash on demand 


A long-term illness can affect you in more ways than one. It could 
affect your financial well-being as well. 

At such a time a cash lump sum 
could make all the difference — 
perhaps to pay off the mortgage or 
pay for a much needed holiday. 

Find out how Allied Dunbar can 
help you protect your family’s 
future. Fill in the coupon or 
telephone me on 
024026 3396 ~ 



ALLIED 

DUNBAR 


Member o/LAUTRO 


To: L. Roy Peering CEng. MiPnxiE, mbim, fllv dip ) 

Financial Planning Consultant 

representing Allied Dunbar Assurance pic 

Private Office: “Timbers”, 5 Hartmoor Close, Stokenchurch 

High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP14 3QL 

Yes please, 1 would like to know more about protecting my family’s future 

Name: .• 

Address: 


Postcode: Telephone: 




BLINKERS 


Frame and lenses complete from £19.95 
(With shatterproof lenses) 

Single vision and one year's 

GUARANTEE 

Can be made in 20 minutes by qualified staff 
TUESDAY 10am-4,30pm FRIDAY 10am 5pm 

THURSDAY 10am 5pm SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 

BLINKERS can now offer FRAME, LENSES and SIGHT 
TESTING from £29.50 complete 
NOW AVAILABLE OPTIQUE COSMETICS 
Non-allergenic make-up for sensitive eyes 

BISHOP CENTRE, BATH ROAD, TAPLOW 

(06286) 65540 


I — RETIRED HOMEOWNERS—, 

Unlock the capital from your property and 
make the most of your investments. 

Now you can enjoy extra income 
without selling your home! 

★ Low entry age 

★ Monthly income provided through an 
investment bond 

★ Immediate access to capital — if required 

For full details without obligation please 
telephone Brighton (0273) 607993 ★ 
Norwich (0603) 615254 ★ Eastbourne 
(0323) 23420/769506 




or write to 



All Saints Investment & Pensions Ltd 

49 All Saints Green, Norwich NR1 3LY 


Increase your income in retirement with the 
home income experts 



I BRITISH LIFE 


ALL SAINTS INVESTMENT & 
PENSIONS LTD IS AN APPOINTED 
REPRESENTATIVE OF RELIANCE 
MUTUAL INSURANCE SOCIETY LTD la 
member of LAUTR0I 

It should be noted that the value of the 
investment bond can fluctuate and is not 
guaranteed 


KENNET 


INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 


10 THE BROADWAY, THATCHAM 
Tel: THATCHAM (0635) 60580 

ADDITIONAL INCOME FOR 
RETIRED HOMEOWNERS 

Does it make sense to own a home worth tens of thousands of 
pounds, and yet not be able to afford the little extras in life? 

If you are aged 60 or over and a retired homeowner, our exclusive 
new plan could be ideal for you, it will provide additional income and 
allow you to retain full ownership of your home. 

Use the value in your home to increase your income when you need 
it most — in retirement. 

Contact us for further details and illustration. 


— — — T 

Name.... 

Address 


■ Age Spouse's Age Approx house value.. 

Remaining mortgage 

Send to Kennet Independent Financial Advisers, 

10 The Broadway, Thatcham, Berks RG13 IB A (0635) 60580 

a 



[ Teathcrton tHouse 


Residential Care Home for Retired Persons 



RECENTLY OPENED 

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 
To view or receive a brochure, 
please telephone. 

Banbury (0295) 78-8154 

Chapel Square 
Deddington, Oxon 
OX5 4SG 
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Dressing the 


new Bishop 


KEEPING a venerable eye 
on things at Watchfield 
Chapel of St Thomas, 
Shrivenham is 93-year-old 
Mr William Curtis, who first 
went to a service at the 
Chapel on November 11, 
1928 and says “I’ve been go- 
ing ever since. 

For the last 45 years or 
more he has been the sexton 
there, doing everything from 
mowing the churchyard to 
looking after the building, 
and until last year cleaning it. 


He used to be a railway 
signalman on shiftwork with 
a three-mile ride home after 
coming off duty at the signal 
box at 6pm, but he still 
managed to change and get to 
Watchfield by 6.30pm. 

He was of course at this 
year’s Vale of the White 
Horse Visitation evening. He 
can’t quite remember exact- 
ly how many Visitations he 
has been to altogether, but by 
the look of him he will be 
going to plenty more. 


vice in June when nearly 500 
people and 30 boats gathered to 
hear the Rector of Berkhamp- 
sted remind them that since the 
cutting of the canal in 1799, 
generations of boatmen had 
looked up at All Saints’ church 
tower and found strength and 
comfort there. 

As for the boats two or three 
were moored abreast on the 
banks of the field below the 
church, a real test of canalman- 
ship. 

A plea from Mars worth, 
however: “We have a church. 
We have a tower. We have the 
canal, but we don’t have an 
organist. “Would any boat- 
loving organists please ring 
Cheddington 662520. 

In class 

It’s not every day that the 
Bishop of Oxford comes to call. 
At Hagboume Primary School, 
near Didcot, the children as part 
of a project had rung the bells, 
looked out from the top of the 
tower and studied the life of the 
Church. So it was natural that 
they should wonder what a 
Bishop does for a living and in- 
vite Richard of Oxford to ac- 
count for himself and stay for 
lunch at the same time. 

The children were impressed 
by his deep red cope and mitre, 
but asked some searching ques- 
tions. “Does anyone help you?” 
asked seven year old Thomas 
with an aspiring look, “How 
come Christmas Day is on the 
same day each year, but Easter 
isn’t?” asked Garry percep- 
tively. 

The Bishop’s answer, in the 
style of a true educationalist, 
was to declare that the solution 
was a long one and in view of 
the time he would pass this one 
to the head teacher to answer! 

Gift day 

This year’s Diocesan Children’s 
Gift Day was such a success that 
one of its organisers, the Revd 
Leonard Doolan, Rector of 
Wootton, Glympton and Kid- 
dington, is organising a mini- 
version for his own Deanery of 
Woodstock. Their first-ever 
Children’s Day will be at Woot- 
ton by Woodstock on October 7 
from 10am to 3.30pm when 150 
five-to-twelve-year-olds will 
gather for workshops, games, 
drama creative music and 
prayer, all with a strong Bible 


His longest shift 


story message. At the end of the 
afternoon the Church will be 
decked overall with the 
children’s paintings and mobiles 
for a special children’s service. 

. Farewell 

Speaking of services, 
ecumenical ones are not uncom- 
mon in this Diocese and they are 
a regular occurrence in 
Stewkley, but a recent evensong 
at St Michael’s, Stewkley was 
remarkable by any standards. 
The Vicar and congregation 
celebrated the ministry of the 
Methodist Minister and his wife 
Alan and Barbara Creber with 
an ecumenical farewell service. 
The Vicar, the Revd Phillip 
Dallaway, spoke of the couple’s 
Christian commitment and 
friendship and after a presenta- 
tion to them Mr Creber said it 
had been an “almost unique” 
occasion for his Methodist 
ministry to be recognised in this 
way. 

Fifty years 

Another unusual event 
tookplace in St Leonard’s 


Church, Watlington, recently 
when a service of thanksgiving 
for General Sir John and Lady 
Mogg’s fifty years of marriage 
was conducted by their youngest 
son, the Revd Timothy Rawdon- 
Mogg. The day’s celebrations 
ended with a visit by the Oxford- 
shire Diocesan Guild of Bell- 
ringers to ring a quarter peel at 
St Leonard’s. 

Cycling 

Don’t forget, Saturday 
September 9, when more than a 
thousand churches will be open 
and waiting for you to visit on 
bicycle or on foot. Help raise, 
monev for the Historic 
Church’s Trust sponsored ride 

in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 

Door stop 

You know about The DOOR 
but did you know about The 
Keyhole? That was the inspired 
choice of a title for Little 
Missenden’s new parish 
magazine which was launched at 
the end of May. As Canon Fran- 
cis Roberts wrote: “I felt that 
since the Diocese had The 
DOOR at least we ought to have 
The Keyhole.” We wish it well 
and only wish we had thought of 
it first as a name for this column! 


ARCHDEACON John Bone’s 
consecration as the sixth Bishop 
of Reading on October 4 is to be 
at 11am at Christ Church 
Cathedral. In theory at least all 
consecrations within the Pro- 
vince of Canterbury are sup- 
posed to take place in 
Canterbury. In practice most 
happen in London although with 
the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
permission they do take place 
elsewhere. 

John Bone’s only regret is the 
size of the Cathedral, one of the 
smallest in England. “Most of 
the people we wanted to ask^ 
won’t be able to be there. There 
are plenty of big parish churches 
in Reading which hold more 
people, and personally I would 
have chosen one of those — but 
I was told that it had to be in the 
Cathedral because I was being 
consecrated for the whole 
Diocese,” he says. 

In fact, when Archdeacon 
John is presented to the 
Archbishop of Canterbury by 
the Bishop of Oxford and one 
other bishop he will be a walk- 
ing proof of his Diocesan-wide 
links. His purple cassock 
will have been specially made by 
his wife, Ruth, an accomplish- 
ed needlewoman who also made 
a cassock for Bishop Kenneth 
Woolcombe, the last but one 
Bishop of Oxford. 

As a farewell present to their 
immensely popular Archdeacon, 

Buckinghamshire are supplying 
a red cope and mitre designed 
and made by Sandra Evans from 
Ivinghoe. Someone in Reading 
is giving a white mitre, while a 
group trom John Bone’s former 

parish in Datchet is presenting _ _ 

him with a real shepherd’s crook i/\/o|| l/\f fk H Ck q| 
topped with a ram’s horn head. 

In the July issue of The 
DOOR we mentioned the 
Bishop’s ring, which is to be a 
gift from the people of Milton 
Keynes, while his pectoral cross 
will be a present from his own 
family. 


‘Well waded’). 


Aylesbury, it seems is very 
much in the news this month — 
and not just because it is 
supplying the new Bishop of 
Reading and the new Arch- 
deacon of Buckingham (see page 
2), but also for a day-long spon- 


sored “Great Wade” under- 
taken by the intrepid Henry 
Mayor, a community chaplain 
and part of the St Mary’s team. 

He literally waded round the 
town starting at 10am at Bear 
Brook and ending up at 
Bedgrove Brook at 6pm. In the 
process he killed a number of 
birds (or should it be fish!) with 
one stone, not only raising 
money for the Church Urban 
Fund, St Mary’s Centre, Chris- 
tian Aid and Friends of the Earth 
but also raising public awareness 
of “water issues”. 

Henry’s duties as Community 
Chaplain have also included a 
specific responsibility for race 
relations, work which should 
stand him in good stead in his 
new position as Vicar in a multi- 
racial area in Manchester. 


The Rector of Berkhamsted conducts a boat service (see ‘Boat 
people’). 


Boat people 

Not brooks, but canals, were 
the theme of Marsworth’s 
unusual annual Boat Sunday ser- 


Do you 
know our 
CHARITY 
SHOPS? 


The Childrens Society 

MAKING LIVES WORTH LIVING 


DIDCOT: 114 lower Broadway 
WINDSOR: 71 PeaMod Street Tel: 0753 830013 

BANBURY: 20 Parsons Street Tel: 0295 62805 

AYLESBURY: 29 Friars Square Tel: 0296 393421 

BUCKINGHAM: 16 Market Hill 

Volunteer staff, goods for sale (especially bric-a-brac and jewellery) and 
customers always welcome! 

WE ARE ALSO LOOKING FOR SUITABLE SHOP PREMISES IN OTHER TOWNS. PLEASE PHONE 
MR CHRIS HAYWARD ON DI0C0T (0235 510453) IF YOU CAN HELP US FIND THEM. 


NURSES PLEASE HELP 

Can you spare even a few hours per week to help someone in 
need locally? 

Houses to suit. Good rates of pay. 

Telephone and car useful. 



V:/ 


British Nursing Association 
Telephone: OXFORD (0865) 245201 
READING (0734) 586492 
HIGH WYCOMBE (0494) 35025 
SWINDON (0793) 542204 

■Kftf 

The British Nursing Association 


NEWLY CONVERTED TO THE VERY LATEST 
HEALTH AUTHORITY STANDARDS 

netonQ^nor 



NURSING HOME 


M A XC >K I A X E . KI X ETC >.\ . W A R\\ K KS1II l< 1! < V£> <1 I I 

* LONG AND SHORT 
TERM STAY 

* CONVALESCENT 

* GERIATRIC CARE 

* RESPITE CARE 

CONTACT MATROX: 

MRS GEORGINK IM ASTER < )\ 

®KINETON 641739 



SECURE RETIREMENT 
ASSOCIATION (Headington) LTD 

TWO STUDIO FLATS 

For sale £57,500 and £59,950 

EMDEN HOUSE provides retirement ac- 
commodation of excellent quality for 
mainly professional and academic 
people. 

Further details available from The 

Administrator, Emden House, Barton 
Lane, Headington, Oxford OX3 9JU 
Tel: Oxford 60217 


FAIRDALE HOUSE 

Small private rest home for elderly 
Oxfordshire County Council registered. 

* 1 Vi miles from Oxford city centre * home from home * 
24 hour's professional care * fully centrally heated * lovely 
gardens * all amenities are available * hair dresser and 
chiropodist available * short or long stay. 


For further details telephone Mrs Harrison (SRN) 
on Oxford (0865) 864621 



Always there at the end of the line 
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Mobility Guide 


ti LIEUSE 

•TECHNOLOGY LTD 


Manufacturers of the revolutionary new FENOLYTE wheelchair, injection- 
moulded from Du Pont engineering polymers. 

Models available: attendant-pushed, self-propelled and a power chair. 

Lieuse Technology Ltd 

6 Hornton Place, London W8 4LZ 
Telephone: 01-938 1762. Fax: 01-937 5339 


FOR YOUR INDEPENDENCE at 
RICHENS MOBILITY CENTRE 


SEE ALL LEADING MAKES OF 

MANUAL and ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIRS and SCOOTERS 

FREE HOME DEMONSTRATION 

Rehabilitation Equipment for the Disabled and Elderly include Stairlifts 
After Sales Service and Modifications 


2 Windmill Road, Headington, Oxford 
Tel: OXFORD 697788 



Mobility Aids Ltd 

Specialised Adaptations 
to Motor Vehicles and 
Driving Aid Manufacturers 
-TAILOR MADE FOR YOUR CAR- 
Work undertaken in the 
workshop includes:- 

• Hand controls to brake and accelerator 
(Custom Made) • Hand controls to brake and 
accelerator with switch to indicator on control handle • Hand controls: Utility 
versions — rod or cable • Full conversions to hand control, using Cowal 
servo equipment • Power brake or clutch operated by hand or foot, using 
Cowal servo eqiupment • Power seating. Forward and back. Up and down. 
Tilt outwards • Swivelling and sliding seat mechanism • Powered thigh lif- 
ting, to assist exit • Steering modifications to suit less than 50% arm 
disabilities • Switch panel adaptations • Cruise controls and driving com- 
v- puters • Handbrake modifications. Right hand handbrake • Dual controls 
for driving schools, and personal lessons • Pedal adaptations • Steering wheel 
modifications • Infra-red switching on steering wheel knob for one arm 
drivers • Twin flip-up accelerator pedals for right leg disabilities • Central 
door locking systems • Burglar alarms • Wheelchair hoist and entry ramps. 

Equipment supplied to accepted agents includes 

• Hand controls to right and left hand use • Hand controls with indicator 
switch on lever • Cantilever handbrake to fit existing handbrake • Twin flip- 
up accelator pedals for left foot drivers • Right hand handbrake (some models) 

• Handbrake and gear shift button depressants • Indicator extension arms, 
right to left, left to right • Steering wheel spinner, with quad grips and variety 
of knobs • Instructor foot brake and instructor dual controls • Cruise con- 
trols and burglar alarms • Central door locking 

DUE TO LARGE AMOUNT OF SERVICES AND EQUIPMENT 
PLEASE STATE YOUR REQUIREMENT FOR INFORMATION 
PRECISION ENGINEERED TO SUIT EACH DRIVER 
For further information on all our work contact: 

COWAL Mobility Aids Limited 

(Driving Aid Manufacturers) 

32 New Pond Road, Holmer Green, Bucks HP15 6SU. 
Telephone: High Wycombe (0494) 714400 




YOUR LOCAL 
WHEELCHAIR 
SALES, 
SERVICE 
AND REPAIR 
EXPERTS 


RAYMARl 


MOBILITY I 


P© loa it. tom. M 


^0491-578446 


New and Secondhand 
ELECTRIC 


Wheelchairs 
& Scooters 


★ FAST REPAIR SERVICE 
★ BATTERIES & TYRES FITTED 



Buckingham 

221223 

Centres 


(0280) 

816808 



WORD PROCESSING 
VDU OPERATING 

and 

PROGRAMMING 

COURSES 

Absolute beginners welcome 

(0628) 24729 

Jane Coates associates Ltd 

MAIDENHEAD 


COWAL MOBILITY 
AIDS LTD 

COWAL have been in the business 
of designing, manufacturing, fit- 
ting and supplying high quality 
driving aids and conversions for 
the disabled driver for 17 years. 

During this time they have 
managed to conquer many of the 
problems faced by disabled 
drivers. 

Work undertaken to date can be 
said to have encompassed every 
conceivable need of the disabled 
driver, and potential driver, some 
of which have since been adopted 
and produced by other concerns. 

Development work is often 
undertaken due to the immense 
range of varying disabilities, which 
cannot be catered for with off-the- 
shelf equipment. 

Assessments are also offered 
by Cowal to determine the in- 
dividual needs of the disabled 
driver/car compatability. 


WEDDING 

STATIONERY 

Discount prices, large 
selection. Make your 
choice from your home. 

Phone Jeanette Hocking on 

Aylesbury 27706 


Tf>e DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper of the 
Diocese of Oxford. It is produced 
by the Diocese In Association with 
Oxford Newspapers — part of 
Goodhead Publishing and is 
distributed by Church Membership 
to 150,000 readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 

To advertise in this newspaper 
please contact: 

Mark Roberts 
Oxford (0865) 880505 


Working toward a better 
Jewish understanding 


A COUSIN of mine, herself a 
Christian, is married to a jew. 
As their children are going 
through school, in our multifaith 
society, the occasional talk by 
the father on aspects of the 
Jewish faith has been a welcome 
contribution in Christian RE 
lessons. He was recently asked 
to speak on Chanukka, the 
festival of lights in the month of 
December. At the end of his talk 
he was thanked profusely for 
having given such a lively ac- 
count of how Jews “celebrate 
Christmas”. 

Eight years ago the local 
branch of CCJ (the Council of 
Christians and Jews) was set up 
in Oxford. Its members are local 
Jews and Christians who want to 
know more about each other’s 
faith. That there is a real need 
for this, particularly on the part 
of Christians, is not fully-borne 
out by the little incident related 
above. 

That teacher was, after all, 
full of good intentions and eager 
to listen. It is however, true to 
say that for centuries the 


dominating Christian Church 
did not think it needed to listen 
to Jews defining themselves. 

It thought it knew all about 
them anyhow: that they had 
once, in the days of the Old 
Testament, been God’s very 
own people, into whose midst 
the Messiah was bom, but that, 
in the days recorded in the New 
Testament, they rejected Jesus 
and killed him and were in turn 
rejected by God. Thus they had 
brought their own suffering 
upon themselves and they 
deserved it. The Church had 
taken their place in God’s 
scheme of things, and that was 
that. 

After the Holocaust it dawn- 
ed upon Christians in many 
countries that Christian teaching 
of contempt might have 
prepared the ground for the 
Nazis’ murderous antisemitism, 
and certainly led to the Chur- 
ches’ silence in the face of it. It 
was then that interfaith dialogue 
and organisations like the CCJ 
came into being. 


If shock played its part initial- 
ly, the new encounter has since 
brought unforseen blessings to 
those engaged in it. It has made 
us realise that we are bound 
together by one God, one hope, 
and one book. We try to fathom 
what it means that God needs 
and holds us both. We say ‘No’ 
to proselytizing. 

Our local branch sets up study 
groups and invites speakers to 
talk to its members and in- 
terested visitors, who are always 
welcome. Details of forthcom- 
ing events regularly appear in 
the WHAT’S ON section in this 
paper. 

Annette Bygott 

Mrs Annette Bygott is on the 
committee of the Oxford branch 
of the Council of Christians and 
Jews. 


BOOKSTALL 


THREE books by people who 
work in the Diocese have been 
published this year, and I am 
reviewing them together 
because each of them focuses 
upon an important current 
issue. 

In these days of debate 
about defence and peace- 
making Peter Mayhew’s short 
book A Theology of Force and 
Violence (SCM, £5.95) defends 
the use of force and violence 
and shows that Biblical 
evidence does not prohibit the 
use of force. He argues that 
the search for justice allows 
the use of force against those 
who maintain injustice 
through violence. 

He looks briefly at Ghandi, 
Martin Luther King and 
Bonhoffer, and states that 
Ghandi and King were suc- 
cessful in non-violent methods 
because of the moral sense of 
the governments in their set- 
tings. Bonhoffer on the other 
hand advocated violence 
because there was no other 
way in Nazi Germany. 

Mr Mayhew gives a whole 
chapter to Northern Ireland, 
and seeks to justify the feelings 
of the Roman Catholic Com- 
munity which leads many to 
support the IRA, a chapter 
that makes the whole book 
worthwhile. 

David Cockerell is Vicar of 
Berinsfield and his book 
Beginning Where We Are: A 
Theology of Parish Ministry 


(SCM, £8.50) is drawn from 
his experience as a team vicar 
in Hitchin, Basing many of his 
ideas on the work of Jeremy 
Seabrook, David Cockerell 
looks for these such as 
creativity, patience, vision, 
passion and commitment 
which are present in every 
community and to which peo- 
ple can relate. 

The work of the Church, he 
says, is to respond to these 
themes which resonate with 
the Gospel rather than to try 
to impose on communities ar- 
tificial and academic models. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale is the 
Social Responsibility Officer 
and her book A Woman's 
Work: Changing Christian At- 
titudes explores changing at- 
titudes to the roles which 
women take up in society. 

There are those who teach 
that women should be the 
weaker sex supporting the 
man who goes out to work, or 
there are others who look for 
greater mutuality between 
men and women at work and 
in the family. In this 
fascinating and helpful book 
Anne Borrowdale explores the 
theological prospective for a 
mature and mutual kind of 
loving. I wish she had said 
more about how all this imp- 
inges on Church life but 
maybe that will be another 
book. 

Keith Lamdin 


Up for 
the cup! 

FOR the first time ever, Oxford 
Diocese Cricket . Club have 
reached the final of the Church 
Times Cup, to be played at 
Southgate on September 7. 

The semi-final was played 
against Liverpool in Coventry. 
Liverpool have appeared in 
every final for the past 12 years, 
and it looked as though this 
would again be the case after a 
dismal batting performance in 
which Oxford were dismissed 
for 80 runs. 

In reply, good fielding and 
tight bowling reduced Liver- 
pool to seven runs for three 
wickets; hope was high! By the 
time Liverpool had reached 69 
for four, even the most op- 
timistic were beginning to lose 
heart, but then a dramatic 
change occurred as the final six 
wickets fell for the addition of 
six runs, leaving Oxford 
breathless winners by five runs. 

John Samways 

Northern Ireland 

SISTER Anna, of the Fairacres 
Community, has dedicated her 
life to the cause of reconciliation 
in Northern Ireland. She will be 
visiting the Oxford area — part- 
ly to raise funds for Lagan Col- 
lege, a voluntarily funded 
secondary school committed to 
the overcoming of misunder- 
standings between the two com- 
munities and to taking pupils and 
staff from Protestant and Roman 
Catholic backgrounds in equal 
numbers. She is willing to 
speak at meetings, preach and 
address groups of school 
assemblies. If you would like to 
hear her please ring Ann 
Shukman on Bicester 345505. 


TOC H 

Cuddesdon House, 
Cuddesdon, Oxford OX9 9HB 

Telephone: 08677 2004 


Well equipped modern house set in 
four acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single 
rooms). 

Two conference rooms (each seating 
30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 — seven miles from Oxford. 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group 
holidays. 

All enquiries to Warden in residence 


NOW 

PRIVATE HEALTH CARE IS 
SUDDENLY MORE AFFORDABLE 


Now there's a brand new Private Health Plan available to you. Not 
only does it offer substantially better cover than anything else cur- 
rently available on the market. Cover also includes the following ad- 
ditional benefits: 

★ Up to 50% No-Claims Discount 

★ World Wide Holiday Travel Insurance 

★ 5 Year Premium Protection 

★ Guarantee Acceptance with no medical questions 
asked under 65 

★ £10,000 Disability Payment 

With ,o much to gain and nothing to lose shouldn't you return your 
complete further information request today? 


NAME 

ADDRESS. 


POSTCODE. 


TEL: DAY. 
EVENING... 


Return to: ASH MEDICAL LTD, 
FREEPOST (No stamp), PO Box 291, 
HIGH WYCOMBE, HP15 6BR 
or Tel: 0494 714437 (24 hr ansaphone) 









Page 15 


The Door, September 1989 


The DOOR opens on: The Parish of Cowley , Oxford 

New life fills Nuffield 



“COWLEY is famour for 
three things: its motor 
works, the Cowley Fathers 
and possibly St James’ 
Church” said Keith Hay don, 
team Rector of the parish of 
Cowley. The three are not as 
disconnected as they might 
seem. 

In 1938 Lord Nuffield, who 
as William Morris founded 
Morris Motors (now Austin 
Rover) built St Luke’s for his 
workers, next door to the fac- 
tory. In the 19th century Father 
Benson, founder of the Society 
of St John the Evangelist better 
known a the Cowley Fathers, 
was Rector of St James’ then the 
parish church of the original 
ancient village of Cowley and as 
a small boy William Morris 
himself attended St James’ 
Church School. 

Despite its pockets of history, 
however, Cowley remains very 
much Oxford’s less-affluent 
back doorstep. The “Works,” 
though less important than they 
used to be, continue to dominate 
both the landscape and the 
livelihood of the community — 
and compared with the glories 
of the University just a mile 
down the road it looks a tough 
assignment for any clergyman or 
lay worker. 

Yet, remarkably, there is op- 
timism in the air. “Yes there 
have been lean years,” says 
Peter Weatherby, Father Keith’s 
Team Vicar. In fact, for many 
years the future of St Luke’s 
hung in the balance and there 
was much talk of redundancy 
and the possibility of alternative 
uses for the building. St Fran- 
cis’ Church also experienced an 
uncertain period when the 
faithful were unclear about what 
the future might hold. 
Nowadays things are different. 
Each of the three churches is 
almost full for Sunday Mass, 
with over 250 communicants in 
the parish and an enviably- 
flourishing spiritual and social 
life. 

Quite what has caused this 
revival in spirituality and church 
attendance no-one seems to 
know. One lady at St Francis’ 
said it was “a miracle” while 
Father Keith himself attributes 
it partly to the fact that many 
parishioners have taken part in 
retreat days, pilgrimages and 
renewal weekends, and partly to 
“the energetic and far-reaching 


ministry of my predecessor as 
Team Rector from 1981 to 
1987, Father Ross Thompson.” 

Clearly, too, the clergy 
themselves should take some of 
the credit. With a huge parish of 
over 18,000 souls to care for and 
an incomplete clergy team, they 
still manage to provide a daily 
Mass at St James' as well as 
holding weekday services at the 
other churches, numerous home 
visits to take the Eucharist to the 
sick and elderly, and close con- 
tacts with the three church 
schools as well as with the 
works. In co-cperation with the 
local Roman Catholic Church 
they organise the delivery of 
Christmas and Easter greeting 
cards to all 7,000 households in 
the parish, and they aim even- 
tually to distribute The DOOR 
to them too. 

In a parish profile prepared 
for the benefit of prospective 
clergy and lay workers, Father 
Peter attributes St Luke’s 
recovery to “its retreat from a 
rather staid broad church tradi- 
tion to its more lively modem 
Catholic approach,” and indeed 
the whole parish is unashamed- 
ly Anglo-Catholic. There are 
sanctus bells, statues in modera- 
tion, and hymns to the Virgin 
Mary; and a large number of 
women in the parish, including 
Keith Haydon’s wife, Kathy, 
belong to the Women against 
the Ordination of Women 
movement. 

However, it is a robust, 
deeply-rooted Catholicism such 
as is often found in the East End 
of London and very much 
accepted in the area. “The or- 
thodox faith is taught here. One 


or two may not agree, but at 
least people know.exactly where 
they stand.” 

Also part of the modern 
Catholic approach is the very 
real involvement of the laity in 
the life of the parish. For many 
years, lay people of all ages 
have been reading the lessons 
and leading the prayers in each 
of the churches. 

There are male and female ad- 
ministrators of the Sacrament, 
and a licensed Lay Worker runs 
the Asian Pastoral Centre 
recently opened at St Luke’s as 
an advice centre and for the en- 
couragement of a growing 
number of Asian Christians in 
the area. The Lay Reader also 
has a pastoral role which in- 
cludes taking Holy Communion 
to the housebound. 

The young people of the 
parish are taken very seriously, 
too. They are definitely not 
“children in the way.” There 
are thriving Sunday schools, 
mothers-and-toddlers groups. 


ever closer links with the three 
church schools, and a very real 
sense of responsibility for the 
spiritual and physical welfare of 
all the children of the parish. 

Last October, for instance, 
great efforts were made to 
counteract the emphasis on 
Hallowe’en with an All Saints’ 
Day children’s service in St 
Luke’s, and this August, 
parishioners organised a 
“Cowley by the Sea” day com- 
plete with sand, a pier, William 
the donkey and a knobbly knees 
competition. 

In fact, they are rather good 
at having fun in Cowley and 
typically they are raising their 
parish quota not with a whimper, 
but with a medieval banquet. 
“Anglo-Catholics do have more 
fun” says Father Keith. “They 
work hard and play hard, 
because of their better grasp of 
incarnational theology ! ’ ’ 

Harvest-time, too, will no 
doubt be celebrated with great 
gusto. There are no fields this 



(Below) The young play an important part in the life of the 
Parish: Father Peter holds a weekly mothers-and-toddlers 
group in St Luke's. The old are not forgotten (above): Father 
Keith regularly takes Eucharist to 90-year-old Mrs Ruth 
Wilkinson. Photos: Christopher Love 



's 'village' 


side of the ring road, and one 
year they brought a motor car 
instead of sheaves of com into 
church. 

But the traditional harvest 
hymns will be sung again this 


year. And so they should be, for 
in Cowley the fruits of renewal 
are clearly visible, and what 
could be more important than 
the harvesting of souls? 

Christine Zwar% 


Churches: 1 St James’, 

Beauchamp Lane. Formerly the 
parish church, still looks like the 
village church it once was. The 
original church was Norman and 
rare painted pillars, doorways 
and a font survive from that 
period. 1864-5 the nave was 
widened and heightened by the 
architect G. E. Street but his plan 
to raise the tower too was not 
carried out, and it now looks 
oddly-small. £40,000 recently 
spent on repairs. 2 St Luke’s, 
Oxford Road: Large church in 
a rather bleak Gothic style built 
1938-9 almost next door to the 
famous motor works with money 
supplied by Lord Nuffield 
(formerly William Morris), at a 
time when wages were low. It is 
said that “as the spire got higher 
and higher so did the feelings of 
those who worked at Cowley”. 
3 St Francis’, Hollow Way. An 
unusual little church with an 
almost Mediterranean feeling 
about it dating from 1930-31. 
Built originally as a combined 
church and community centre it 
was dedicated for worship only 
in 1962. Then, in the early 
1980s, the St Francis Centre was 
established there and it is now 
used by a playgroup and other 
organisations during the week. 
Clergy: Established as a team 
ministry in 1979, with a full 
complement of five clergy. Cur- 
rently, the pastoral work of the 
parish is shared by Father Keith 
Hay don, the Team Rector and 
Father Peter Weatherby the 
Team Vicar. 

Licensed Lay Workers: From 
September Sister Margaret 
Elizabeth of the Community of 
St Mary the Virgin (the Wantage 
Sisters) will work in the Parish 
three days a week staying over- 
night at All Saints’ Convent. A 
non-stipendiary licensed Lay 
Worker, Mr Wazir Chand, 
works full time at St Luke’s Cen- 
tre with special responsibility for 
links with the Asian Communi- 
ty. A new stipendiary Lay 
Worker’s post has not yet been 
filled. 

Reader: Mr Eric Uren. 

Choir: St Luke’s has a mother’s 
and children’s choir, St Francis’ 
children’s club doubles as a 
choir, and there is a parish 
choral group which comes 
together for special occasions 
and in Holy Week. 

Bell ringers: A team of six at St 
James’, all of whom are 
members of the Church. 
Magazine: The Link, a weekly 
news bulletin edited by Father 
Keith and The Cowley Chroni- 
cle, a monthly magazine edited 
by Father Peter. 

Mission links: Through USPG 
have supported a number of 
overseas projects. The Mothers’ 
Union have a link with a South 
African parish and recently a 


mission priests from Zimbabwe 
has been staying in the parish. 
Ecumenical activities: Co- 
operation with other local chur- 
ches via the Cowley Forum, 
formerly the Cowley Council of 
Churches. Shared Lent course 
with the RC Church of Our Lady 
Help of Christians. Afro- 
Caribbean Church of God of 
Prophecy use St Luke’s for wor- 
ship and a group of refugee 
Ugandan Christians have recent- 
ly begun to use St Francis’ 
Church on Sunday afternoons. 
Ecumenical Bible study group 
planned to prepare jointly for 
Sunday worhship. Many 
parishioners took part in“The 
Way of the Cross” reported in 
the May DOOR. 

Sunday Schools: Both St Fran- 
cis’ and St James’ have Sunday 
Schools during Sunday Mass. At 
St Luke’s children are 
deliberately integrated into the 
service but there is a monthly 
Fun Day for them which com- 
bines teaching the faith with pro- 
jects like banner-making. 
Sunday Services: 8am Mass at 
St Francis’ and St James’ and 
9am at St Luke’s. Also a Sung 
Eucharist at 10am at St James’ 
and St Luke’s and 11am at St 
Francis’. Evensong monthly 
6pm at St James. 

Weekday Services: There is 
Mass every day at St James’ and 
at one of the other two churches. 
Hymn Books: St James’: Com- 
plete Celebration Hymn Book, 
New English Hymnal, Ancient 
and Modem Revised. St Luke’s: 
Complete Celebration Hymn 
Book; Ancient and Modern 
Revised, Mission Praise. St 
Francis’: The New English Hym- 
nal, Complete Celebration Hymn 
Book. 

Prayer Book: ASB Rite ‘A’ at 
Mass and The Book of Common 
Prayer at Evensong. 

Other regular activities: 
Mothers-and-Toddlers groups 
meet in church at both St Luke’s 
and St Francis’. Scouts at St 
Francis’ and St James’, and 
Brownies and Guides at all three 
churches. Youth club — 
Crossbearers — for the whole 
parish meets weekly at St Fran- 
cis’ and a group for older 
teenagers meets at St Luke’s. 
Also two Mothers’ Union 
groups, an old people’s club at 
St Francis’. Pastoral network of 
lay visitors and a Pastoral Cen- 
tre at St Luke’s. 

A pilgrimage to Compostela in 
Spain, where St James is believ- 
ed to be buried, in 1990, and 
another to Assisi in 1991. Also 
annual pilgrimage to Wals- 
ingham and to Glastonbury, 
quiet days and opportunities for 
retreat. A parish renewal pro- 
gramme is being planned in con- 
sultation with the Parish 
Development Adviser. 
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distributed by Church 
Membership to 
1 50,000 readers in 
the three 
archdeaconries of 
Oxon, Bucks and 
Berks. 

To advertise in this 
newspaper please 
contact: 

Mark Roberts on: 

Oxford 

(0865) 880505 



CLEAN HOMES & CARPETS 

TOO BUSY FOR 
HOUSEWORK? 
LET US DO IT . . . 

Weekly, fortnightly or 
just once 

READING 502863 
OXFORD 728933 
MAIDENHEAD 
34608 





|RIVEWAYS 

Car Parks 
•Driveways 
Patios 
Concrete 
Tarmac 
Shingle and 
Kerbs lowered 

For free estimate phene: 

Aylesbury 22044 



* . •* 


THE PRAYER BOOK SOCIETY 

The Book of Common Prayer is still the standard of Doctrine, 
and is a beautiful form of Worship. 

If you value the language and doctrine of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, join the Prayer Book Society. 

Diocesan Secretary: John Crofts 
14 Forest Close, Wendover 
Aylesbury HP22 6BT 


HARRISON AU PAIR BUREAU 

AU PAIRS AVAILABLE 

for three months or longer, wonderful for 
working mothers, welcome help during the 
school holidays — for only £25 a week. 

Telephone: (0635) 60149 

(9am to 8pm Mon-Sat) 


LEAVING ON A JET PLANE' 

Gatwick Grove Guest House 

Telephone: (0293) 515795 

Available to Gatwick travellers. Bed and breakfast, free 
car parking and transportation to airport. Private facilities 
at reasonable rates. 

Poles Lane, Lowfield Heath, 

Crawley, West Sussex RH11 0PY 


Airport parking available for nqn-residents 
at very competitive prices. 




WILL YOU HELP 
US TO GIVE * 
LITTLE EXTRA 
CARE? 


MOST CLERGYMEN WOULD LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
RELAX WHEN THE TIME COMES TO RETIRE, BUT IT IS NOT 
ALWAYS SO EASY... 


To enable us to cope with the needs of the growing number 
of our pensioners, their widows* and dependents we must 
extend the scope of the care we offer. 

Through the help of our supporters, many of whom have 
remembered us so generously when drawing up their Will 
we have been able to ease the everyday problems en- 
countered by some of our older pensioners with the special 
care offered in our nursing home and 10 residential homes. 
We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and 
legacies in order to continue the much needed work. Please 



| n , .n To: The Secretary. The Church of England 
“ Pensions board. Department TO 

To: No7 Little College St, Westminster, 
London SW1P 35F. 

I enclose my gift of f 


i . n 

1 


Name - 
Address 




PLEASE SEND ME 

□ a Bankers Order form 
0 a form of Covenant 

□ more details of your 
charitable work 

□ a form of words for a Legacy 

□ a form of gift of Property 
Tick appropriate box(s) 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

J 
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SEPTEMBER 

Sun 3. ROTHERFIELD GREYS. 

Church Fete at Greys Court at 2pm. 
Historic house and gardens, stalls, 
sideshows, teas. 

Tues 5. BURNHAM, St Peter’s 
Church. Mozart Magic with Simon 
Standage (violin), Gillian Fisher 
(soprano), Ian Watson (organ/piano) 
and the King’s Consort. Tickets £6 
(£5 concessions) at the door. 

Wed 6. CHRIST CHURCH, 
Priory Room, Personal Prayer — a 
lecture by Canon Williams, com- 
'T mencing at 5pm. Those attending are 
invited to stay for Evensong at 6pm. 
Thurs 7. DORCHESTER. All 


clergy who support the ordination of 
women to the priesthood are invited 
to an informal lunch in The Abbey 
Guest House ! 1.30-2.30. Further in- 
formation from Penny Nairne, Ox- 
ford 791071. 

Fri 8-Sun 10. TILEHURST St 

Catherine of Siena Flower Festival. 
Theme ‘God’s Gift — His Spirit’ 
Fri/Sat 10-6, Sunday 12-5.30. Also 
Craft Fair, Saturday 2pm. 

Sat 9. WINDSOR. Car Boot and 
Jumble Sale at All Saints’, Ded- 
worth, 10am- lpm. Also barbecue to 
which all are welcome. 


Sat 9. SHENLEY. St Mary’s 
Church Fete at East Green Farm 
House, Shenley Lodge, Milton 
Keynes at 2.30pm. Swimming, pony 
rides, bouncy castle, stalls. 


Sat 9. WING. All Saints Car- 
nival/Fete at Wing School. Carnival 
Procession starts 1.15pm, Fete 
opens 2pm. Events in main arena 
plus stalls and static displays. Fun 
* for all the family, refreshments etc. 
available. 


Sat 9. HISTORIC CHURCHES 
TRUST ecumenical sponsored bi- 
cycle ride. Ask for details at your 
local church or phone the County 
organiser — Berks: Cliff Nicholls 
0344 57381; Bucks: John Wetherall 
0234 712614; Oxon: Robin Cotton 
0491 573357. 


The Cathedral 
Church of Christ 
Oxford 

Dean: The Very Revd 
Eric Heaton, MA 
Tel: Oxford 0865 276161 

Cathedral Services: 
Sundays 

8am Holy Communion 
9am College Communion (Term) 
10am Mattins and Sermons 
1 1 . 15am Sung Eucharist 
6pm Evensong (No sermon) 
Weekdays 
7.15am Mattins 
7.35am Holy Communion 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays: 5.35pm 
Said Evensong and 6pm Sung 
Eucharist) 


WHAT'S ON 


Sun 10. LOCKINGE, on behalf of 
Ardington & Lockinge Churches. 
Garden Open at Betterton House 2 
miles East of Wantage on A417. 
Open 2-5. 30pm. Colin Taylor Big 
Band (Glen Miller type). Wantage 
Gymnasts display at 3pm. Model 
Tudor Buildings & Mill. ZGauge 
Railway (smallest in world). Vintage 
tractors and fire engines, Model 
boats on lake. Bric-a-brac, produce, 
teas, ices, sideshows, raffle. Tree 
competition for children. Car park 
£2. Admission Free. 

Wed 13. CHRIST CHURCH, 
Priory Room. What we believe — a 
lecture by Canon Wiles, commenc- 
ing at 5pm. Those attending are in- 
vited to stay for Evensong at 6pm. 
Sat 16. WANTAGE, Parish 
Church, 7.30pm. Concert, Challow 
Chamber Singers, inc. Faure’s Re- 
quiem. Details/Tickets Millers 
Bookshop, Wantage 2384. 

Sat 16/Sun 17. REMENHAM. St 
Nicholas, Summer Fay re on Satur- 
day afternoon. Flower Festival in 
Church Saturday and Sunday. 

Sat 16/Sun 17. LOWER 
BASILDON, St Bartholomew’s. 
Harvest Flower Festival at this 
medieval riverside church. Craft 
stalls and Teas. Proceeds to charity. 
Sun 17. WANTAGE, Parish 
Church, 3.30pm, chamber concert, 
J.S. Bach on violin, flute, cello, 
harpsichord. Details/Tickets Millers 
Bookshop, Wantage 2384. 

Wed 20. MARLOW, All Saints. 
Fashion Show in Court Gardens, 
8pm. Proceeds to All Saints Appeal. 
Tickets £5 inc glass of wine and 
“nibbles”. Details Marlow 71610. 
Wed 20. FENNY STRATFORD, 
St Martin’s Church, 8pm. Jabbok 
Theatre Company performing Up 
The Wall , a play commissioned by 
CUF to publicise the issues of pover- 
ty and deprivation. Tickets £1 .50 (£1 
for the usual concessionary 
categories) at door or reserved by 
phoning 0908 74475. 

Fri 22-Sun 24. TWYFORD, 
Berks. St Mary’s Church Flower 
Festival. Fri/Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5. 
Fri 22. TWYFORD, Berks. St 
Mary’s Church, 8pm. Organ 
Recital, with Twyford Handbell 
Ringers. 

Fri 22. ABINGDON, St Michael’s. 
An evening of jazz & poetry. 
7.30pm, admission free. Wine at in- 
terval. Retiring collection for Fabric 
Fund. Details Abingdon 20297. 

Sat 23. WINDSOR. Barn dance at 
All Saints’ Church Centre, Ded- 
worth. Live band, fish and chip sup- 
per. Enquiries to J. Sturt on Windsor 
857005. 

Sept 23. BANBURY, St Leonard’s. 
“Blow your own trumpet” — stalls 
and sideshows presented by local 
voluntary organisations in vicarage 
gardens and church grounds, 2-4pm. 
Details Banbury 52842. 


Sat 23. BLOXHAM. St Mary’s 
Church 7pm. London Regional 
Transport Choral Society concert. 
Free admission, retiring collection 
for St Mary’s Special Appeal Fund. 
Sat 23. WANTAGE, parish 
Church, 7.30pm. Challow Chamber 
Players, English string masterpieces, 
Elgar, Britten, Purcell — Conduc- 
tor Graham Blyth. Details/Tickets 
Millers Bookshop, Wantage 2384. 
Sat 23. TWYFORD, Berks. St 
Mary’s Church, 8pm. Music for a 
Flower Festival, concert by friends 
of the church. 

Sat 23-Sun 24. ISLIP. Autumn 
Festival in aid of St Nicholas 
Church. Gardens, teas etc. Sat 
10.30-5pm, Sun 2-5pm ending with 
Harvest Thanksgiving at 6pm. 
Sun 24. WANTAGE, Parish 
Church, 3.30pm, Wantage Silver 
Band. Details/Tickets Miller’s 
Bookshop, Wantage 2384. 

Sun 24. TWYFORD, Berks. St 
Mary’s Church flower festival Ho- 
ly Communion 10.30am, Festal 
Evensong 6pm. 

Fri 29. MARLOW, All Saints. 
Peter See presents Let s Make a Car- 
toon Film, Church hall 8pm. Tickets 
£2. Details Marlow 71610. 

Fri 29-Sun 1. TILEHURST, St 
Michael’s Church, Flower festival. 
Arrangements by Thames Valley 
Flower Club. 

Sat 30. OXFORD, Newman 
Rooms, Rose Place, St Aldates. 
MARANATHA Day of Renewal 
10am to 4pm. Contact Shelagh 
Ranger 0608 811125. 

Sat 30/Sun 1. BLOXHAM. St 
Mary’s Church Flower festival. 
Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10.30-5. 
Theme The Saints, monies raised to 
Special Appeal Fund. 

OCTOBER 

Sat 1. BROUGHTON PARK, start 
and finish of a sponsored walk 
organised by Deddington Deanery in 
aid of the Church Urban Fund. 
1.30pm to 5.30pm. Two walks — 
1 1 miles or 5 miles — for all the 
family. Sponsor forms from Michael 
Kinchin-Smith, Swalecliffe 773. 

Fri 6. BUCKINGHAM, Parish 
Church, 8pm. Annual Cottesloe 
Lecture The Churches’ Witness to 
Government by The Revd Dr 
Richard Jones, one-time lecturer in 
Social and Pastoral Theology at 
Manchester University. 

Sat 20-Sun 21. OXFORD, St 

Aldates. Against the Tide, a weekend 
seminar which will attempt to ad- 
dress the issue of the Church’s in- 
volvement in society. Speakers 
include John Stott and Ernest Lucas 
of Christian Impact. Also 
workshops. All are welcome. 
Details from Hugh Skeil, 1 1 Dynam 
Place, Headington, Oxford OX3 
7NL. 


Thurs 26. WINSLOW, Bucks. A 
day with flowers & gardens at 
Winslow Public Hall from 10.30am 
to 3.30pm. Lecture with slides by 
Ursula Buchan and demonstration of 
floral art by Gerry Drakard. £7.50 
including lunch. Tickets available 
from Mrs A. Wigley, Sunny side, 
Horn Street, Winslow, Buckingham. 
Proceeds to Church Urban Fund. 
Sat 28/Sun 29. WHADDON, 
Bucks. Heritage Festival in St 
Mary’s Church depicting many 
aspects of village life from long ago 
to the recent past. Information 0908 
501967. 

Sat 28. READING. Caring for 
God’s World. Day Conference at 
Grey friars Church and Centre. 
Speakers include John Stott. 
Seminars on four aspects of Conser- 
vation including Conservation and 
Missions, and Conservation and the 
Local Church. Cost £15 including 
lunch and tea. Bookings before Oc- 
tober 14 to J. D. Harris, 93 Oxford 
Road, Abingdon OX14 2AB. 
AYLESBURY, St Mary’s Church. 
Music at Lunchtime, concerts 
resume every Thursday 1.10pm to 
2pm from 14 September. 

THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY OF 
HEALING. Teaching courses are 
offered to Clergy and Doctors on 
November 27 - December 1st, 1989 
and January 22-26, 1990. Also in- 
troductory and advanced courses for 
anyone active in their local church 
who wishes to deepen their 
understanding of the Church’s 
Healing Ministry. Details from the 
Director, The Old Rectory, 
Crowhurst, Battle, East Sussex 
TN33 9 AD. 

PRISONERS’ WEEK, November 
13-19. The Prisoners’ Week Com- 
mittee are keen to increase 
awareness of this annual event and 
to encourage every parish to par- 
ticipate in some way. The theme this 
year is “The Scapegoat”. If there 
is a prison or a young offenders’ In- 
stitution near your parish, why not 
ask for more details or arrange a talk 
or someone to preach. You can also 
contact The Revd Brian Dodsworth, 
Assistant Chaplain General (South), 
Prison Services Chaplaincy, PO Box 
250, Wokingham, Surrey, GU22 
7JB. 

WYCLIFFE HALL. The West 
Course in Theology. Part time for 
all Christians who wish to learn more 
about their faith. Five fortnightly 
sessions each academic term. Details 
from principal’s Secretary, Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford OX2 6PW (Tel 
274200). 

BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY - 

Know someone starting in 
September? All new Christian 
students are invited to a special pre- 
term confrence organised by all the 
Univrsity Christian Societies. Write 
for details to Robet Smeath, 23 
Corft’s End, Sherington, Newport 
Pagnell, MK16 9ND. 


For St Birinus 



FATHER Paschal, a Roman Catholic priest from Greyfriars, 
Oxford leads representatives of the St Birinus Pilgrimage down 
the aisle of Dorchester Abbey for the service to mark the con- 
clusion of the annual St Birinus Pilgrimage on July 2. 

About 500 people walked frim Blewbury and Brightwejl to Dorchester 
Abbey, and a further 300 joined them for the service and heard a 
challenging sermon on Christian commitment from Father Paschal. 

Birinus was the Saxon bishop who founded the See of Dorchester given 
to him by the Saxon king Cyngils after the saint had baptised him in 
the river near Dorchester. Birinus also baptised at a little pool called 
Bapsey Pond near Taplow, and for the third year running a small group 
met there on Saturday morning and walked to join the main pilgrimage 
on the Sunday. 

Next year’s pilgrimage will be changed to the second Sunday in July 
(July 8, 1990) to avoid clashing with ordinations. This year a number 
of parishes who normally put on coaches were involved in one or other 
of the ordinations. “Numbers were down on last year when, despite 
heavy rain, about 800 did the walk’’, explained the Rector of Dorchester, 
the Revd John Crowe. 

One per cent for One World 

I To: The 1% Working Party for World Development, Diocesan * 
I Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, OX2 ONB. 

1 % for World Development — 

A Declaration of Commitment 

, As a practical expression of my belief in a God of love and justice I i 
I commit myself to: 

| * Learn more about the causes of injustice and poverty. 

I * Pray regularly for and with the poor of the world. 

I * Involve myself with others in working to change the situation. 

* Give 1 % of my net income annually to combat injustice and poverty . 
in the world. 

I Name ■ 

1 Address 

. Parish/Church ■ 

I Deanery I 

I Please send me further information on | 

| I enclose £ to be divided between the Diocesan Education Fund I 

. and the World Development Movement. i 


Alternative 

investments 

One Village works directly with community 
based craft enterprises bringing hope, improved 
opportunities, better working conditions, and 
increased earnings to people in very poor parts of 
Africa, Asia, South America. Investment in this work 
can have dramatic benefits. Each £1000 invested 
in stock flow can be enough to fund ten full time 
jobs, or many more part time jobs, in very poor 
places where hope has otherwise gone. 

Now with nearly ten years direct experience. 
One Village has two retail shops (in Woodstock - 
Oxford, and in Cheltenham) plus a wholesale 
service which supplies other organizations and 
shops It stands alongside cooperatives and similar 
enterprises in 1 5 countries, and provide^ very 
practical support through product development 
consultancy, as well as direct marketing of the 
products 

One Village now seeks loans and contributions 
to help finance stock flow for its proposed 
expansion, which hopefully includes a new shop. It 
is expected that the expansion will nearly double 
One Village ability to serve, enabling many 
hundreds of people to find new hope ana a 
positive future. Friendly loans of working capital at 
low or zero interest will bring enormous benefit 
Will you help through such an investment or 
through a donation? 

Please contact: Roy Scott One Village, 
Charibury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 

one village'll 

TheV\forld Shop 


God the Creator 

UNLESS our English weather has some more surprises in store 
for us, we shall soon be in the season of “mists and mellow fruit- 
fulness”, and busy ministers of the Gospel will be asking 
themselves whether there is anything new to say at the harvest 
festivals which line up ahead of them. 

I hasten to say that I am not in the business of writing a harvest 
sermon for you. But I am in the business of “basics”, The 
harvest festival is now just a residual memory of an otherwise 
long-forgotten folk religion, but the basic belief about God which 
precedes and sustains all other beliefs about Him. 

God is creator before he is provider, redeemer or guide, he 
is creator of the world before he is Lord of history. It would 
be difficult to exaggerate the importance of this foundational 
Hebrew belief on those Gentile believers in the early Christian 
Church. 

They would have been brought up in a world of multiple 
deities, “gods many, lords many” who presided over the myriad 
functions of nature — deities of the woods, the streams, the soil, 
of fertility and travel and procreation. Each deity had its own 
province, and each would have to be propitiated, before any 
man could dwell secure or any woman look forward with con- 
fidence to childbirth. 

Paul seized on this characteristic of the ancient world during 
his visit to Athens, when he gently mocked his hearers for their 
touching devotion to many gods. They were, he^aid, altogether 
too religious; they even had an altar to an unknown god in case 
they had missed one out. His message to them was “the one 
God, who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth” (Act 17.24). 

This was the classic message of the Jew to the Gentile world, 
It remains the classic message to many of our own day, stillin 
fee “to gods many, lords many”. 

The minister of the Gospel does not have to look very far for 
a suitable sermon at Harvest tide. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is former Archbishop of York and the author of 
numerous books. He lives near Banbury. 



THE COMPLETE 
VIDEO 
SERVICE 

WEDDINGS • PARTIES • FUNCTIONS 
• CHRISTENING 

All titling music and voice over, cine and slides transferred 
•onto video. Make copies of Beta and VHS and have your 
performance professionally recorded. 

WE DO WHAT THE OTHERS TALK ABOUT 

IF IT'S TO DO WITH VIDEOS WE DO IT! 

G.P. SERVICE (0734) 862924 


MIRROR WARDROBES 



Makes Rooms Feel Bigger & Brighter 

♦ Free leaflet, price 
list, information pack 


♦ Free design, quotation 
by experienced fitter 

- 500 installations to date 

♦ Made to measure 


High quality wide 
sliding doors 


CLASSIC 04482-417 
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